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“The strength of an army is measured largely by the efficiency
of the men in the ranks. A wise general instructs his officers
to train every soldier for active service. He seeks to develop
the highest efficiency on the part of all. If he were to depend

on his officers alone, he could never expect to conduct a
successful campaign. He counts on loyal and untiring service
from every man in his army. The responsibility rests largely
upon the men in the ranks.” (Gospel Workers, 351).

“We must live a twofold life—a life of thought and action,
of silent prayer and earnest work” Prayer, 25



FOREWORD

book Family Run Ministries that was written by my good friend
and brother in Christ, Jaime Espinal, director of CMS (Centro
Misionero de Salud), I thought it was one more book about the fam-
ily. Although that is important, there are already plenty books about
that subject. But I was wrong. The manner and approach that Jaime
gives in this book is that of a family ministry—the involvement of
the family in God’s service and in His Church, seeking to be the fam-
ily God intended for us to be, and also serving the community in a
special way, as Christ did. It is a call to the ministry that God wants
every church member to develop; it is Christ's method in action.
Family Outreach and Evangelism: Family Run Ministries does a
great job keeping its focus on a ministry so necessary and urgent in
our church, using for its basis the family. The way that it unfolds is
logical, simple, and to the point. As the author goes through each
component, he always leans on the Word of God and the Spirit of
Prophecy, which gives a special strength and weight to the message.
He concludes with the need to develop a family ministry, enlisting
every member in the wonderful work that aims to use Jesus Christ’s
method to deliver the wonderful message of God’s love, restoration
of health, and especially salvation in Jesus. I highly recommend this
valuable tool that can revolutionize the lives of all who read it and
practice its advice.

I HAD A WRONG IMPRESSION... When I started reading the

Armando Miranda
General Vice President
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists






INTRODUCTION

God’s Plan
ne of the most exciting topics for this writer is the family that
O serves its Creator from the Bible perspective. Genesis 1 and 2
establish two sacred institutions: marriage and the Sabbath.
These two institutions were intended for man’s happiness and the ex-
altation of the Creator. The fullness of man and woman is achieved
only within the Creator’s plan for the family. To understand and ex-
perience this plan should be the ultimate goal of every family. There
is absolutely nothing designed by man that can approach happiness
better than God’s original plan provided for His creatures through
selfless service. Every family must decide whom they will serve. The
Bible presents us with only two options: serving God or not serving
Him. Failure to serve God automatically puts us in the second option.
As a consequence of an act of rebellion by Israel, God allowed
them to experience the second option in order that they might know
the difference; that is, that they might know what it means to not
serve God. ““However, they will become his servants so that they
may recognize the difference between serving Me and serving the
kingdoms of other lands™ (2 Chronicles 12:8, HCSB). One of soci-
ety’s current problems is that most families only know the second
option we have been talking about it: not serving God. This is con-
sidered normal in our current society. A family that decides to serve
the Creator is no longer seen as normal. The reality is that this is
more fascinating than anything else in the world. As Joshua would
say, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve. ... But as
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15,
NIV). God’s plan for man has no rival.
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After conducting a family ministry ourselves for nearly twenty
years, we have found more and more families who would like to em-
brace a family ministry if they only had some guidance, training, and
encouragement. On the other hand, we have met with families who
have already decided to get into ministry but are struggling with is-
sues that perhaps could have been prevented. The family has always
been under attack, but in these last days, it is getting even worse—
especially now with the cities and all their negative influences. The
communities should be strengthened and focused on the ministry of
love and service for God’s cause and for their own sake as well. The
church also needs the strength and courage that family run minis-
tries can provide. Hopefully, this book will meet those needs to a
small or great degree.

The Family Ministry, the Church, and the Community

A whole-hearted family dedicated to serving its Creator— what
a great privilege! A family run ministry in the church is an influence
for revival. The family can go from being a passive and self-centered
family to a family with a defined mission and a strong and clear
purpose to serve God full time. This will not only bring life to the
church and community but will give more satisfaction to the mem-
bers who passionately wish to hasten the soon return of our Lord.
Also, a family dedicated to God’s service will become like an ark in
itself. When we follow the divine counsel, just as Noah and his fami-
ly were protected from the wickenness of society and the judgments
from God, so the family that is consecrated to God through a minis-
try of service can be preserved.

Three Ways to Minister

There are at least three general ways to serve God as a fami-
ly ministry. First, there are those who are called to serve as officers
of the organized church. They work as pastors, administrators, etc.
Their salary is provided through the administration of the church.

Second, others are called to serve God in their jobs and with
their testimony, being active in the church, supporting its growth,
and in their free time, doing some missionary work as best they can.
This is the least that God expects of each individual or family.

However, there is a third way, and that is developing a full-time
ministry to God as a family, supporting their local church, and
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depending on God for sustenance through some family business,
industry, or donations.

All three are important and have their place. In future chapters I
will be more focused on the third one; in part, because it is the least
popular and requires the most faith. However, any family or individ-
ual, regardless of their type of ministry, will be greatly benefited by
reading this book.

Family Ministry Creates Active Citizens

Imagine a community which, instead of having mostly passive
citizens, has a majority of members who are not only active but lead-
ing his or her own family ministry. Pastors and church administra-
tors should take a closer look at the family run ministries.

Church members have been sitting still for a long time. Many of
them want to participate more fully or even full time in the Lord’s
work if only they had the proper training. Instead many are tied to
customs, fashions, and debts which prevent them for seeing the ur-
gency of the times we live in, much less being prepared to proclaim
the loud cry. The gates of our minds and our churches should be
open to the influence of the family ministry revival somehow tak-
ing the place of the average passive family in the church. The family
ministry creates greater ownership of the message and of the com-
mission entrusted to each individual.

The Time Is Urgent

We have reached a time when every member should expand
his or her influence and territory beyond what giving a single Bible
study can acomplish. A true family run ministry would not only give
Bible studies but would be preparing themselves and others for the
tough times ahead, the proclamation of the loud cry, and the won-
derful encounter with Jesus.

Family Ministry Not a New Concept

The administration of family ministries is not new. We can go
back to Eden and see how Adam and Eve developed a family minis-
try. Genesis 1:27-28 says:

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them. Then

11
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God blessed them, and God said to them, Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over
[it]” (NK]JV).

Adam’s family ministry influence was quite extended since
Adam lived for nearly a thousand years. His objective was clear.

“He had been commanded to instruct his posterity in the
way of the Lord; and he carefully treasured what God had
revealed to him, and repeated it to succeeding generations.
To his children and childrens children, to the ninth genera-
tion.” (Patriarchs and Prophets, 82)

Separation From God Discouraged Family Ministry

Unfortunately, throughout the years, the families learned to live
independent of a loving God and of unselfish ministry to God, just
as they do today. There is an enormous gulf between God’s plan for
families and our reality, as we have divorced ourselves not only from
His presence but also from His commission to us.

This phenomenon has become so widespread in Christianity
that even for most Christian families it is rare to develop a full-time
ministry for God. In the average Christian family living in the city,
both father and mother are working and little time is spent caring
properly for the children. The children are immersed in the school,
neighborhood, and media; they are absorbing precisely the influenc-
es that place them further from God. Under these circumstances, the
dedicated time to know more about God is limited or nonexistant,
and the most important decisions are made in the context of the
surrounding ungodly environment. Incomplete education, debts,
vanity, fashion, entertainment, and confusion make up some of the
ingredients that are slowing the work of transformation that God
wants to make in our lives before the second coming of Christ.

We may relate this situation to the “foolish man who built his
house on sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat on that house; and it fell: and great was the fall
of it (Matthew 7:26-27).

The platform designed by God for the family is based on love
for Him and for our neighbors through the ministry of selfless ser-
vice. Everything else will follow. “But seek first the kingdom of God
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and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33, NKJV).

Unfortunately Satan has provided another platform in which the
average family today is based on everything else. Survival and plea-
sure are primary, and if we have time, we attend church, give some
Bible studies, or do some charity work.

Family Ministries in the Bible
Let’s look at some examples of family ministries in the Bible and
see what we can learn from them. Of Enoch we are told that:

“He did not become a hermit, shutting himself entirely from
the world; for he had a work to do for God in the world. In
the family and in his intercourse with men, as a husband
and father, a friend, a citizen, he was the steadfast, unwaver-
ing servant of the Lord.” (Patriarchs and Prophets, 85).

Noah also managed a family ministry that is a perfect example for
today. Jesus Himself said, “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:37, NIV). God assured Noah,
“But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the
ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee” (Gen-
esis 6:18). Noah accepted the covenant and obeyed. “Thus did Noah;
according to all that God commanded him, so did he” (Genesis 6:22).
God prospered, sustained, and blessed this family enterprise. “And God
spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him” (Genesis 9:8). The family
business and the preaching of the gospel were not separate. The lessons
we can draw from the ark family are very valuable in these last days. We
can relate the ark to God’s plan for families in the last days. After all, the
ark was God’s plan for the salvation of this family.

In both these examples, we are given admonition. We see clearly
that God not only called them to develop a particular ministry, but
that he also sustained it.

These ministries were sustained by God. Today we call such
ministries self-supporting ministries to distinguish them from the
church organized support given to certain projects around the world.
But they are actually divinely supported ministries.

God guided and upheld Abraham’s family ministry while at the
same time transforming his heart to the point that his relationship
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with God was closer and deeper. In the process, Abraham made mis-
takes, but God’s faithfulness always sustained him and his family. He
received great promises and revelations about the plan of salvation
and got to know more intimately the divine principles.

“‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righ-
teousness. And he was called the friend of God” (James 2:23, NKJV).
You see that faith was working together with works, and that faith
was perfected by works (James 2:22). Abraham’s family ministry was
not one of belief alone, but also of action.

Creating an Institution

It is equally important to recognize that an institutional minis-
try may arise from a family ministry. God indicates when a family
ministry should switch to an institution. We will refer to this concept
more later on. However, it is important to recognize that in the times
we live, it is becoming more complicated to administer an institu-
tion, especially if it is large. Government laws in many countries,
shortages of materials, rising costs, control of markets, and the lack
of commitment of the human being to the Lord’s work, etc., are be-
coming increasingly acute. However, these factors can create an ever
growing opportunity for family ministries to spring into action.

Whats Ahead?

During the journey through these pages, we will make reference
to other biblical people and issues that will help us illustrate God’s
plan for our families being actively involved in their respective fam-
ily ministries.

We will refer also to the businesses approved by God and out-
line how they can become a blessing for the family and for the cause
of God.

Different factors over the years have created a gulf between what
we conceive as a business and a ministry. Although there are differ-
ences between them, the ultimate goal of both the business and the
ministry should be the same: to honor God and to reach as many
souls as possible for the kingdom of heaven.

When a true Christian has given his heart and all his possessions
to his heavenly Father, the business becomes a ministry. If a ministry
develops into a good business that generates good income and is well
managed, it can expand the influence and territory of both.
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This is not intended to cover everything about family ministries,
since that would be impossible for the finite mind. However, we can
not limit God for He has infinite ways to call, train, and sustain a
ministry for the family. But for a family that wishes to participate
in the divine plan of service, this will hopefully be a useful guide to
family run ministries.

“At this time God’s cause is in need of men and women who
possess rare qualifications and good administrative powers;
men and women who will make patient, thorough investi-
gation of the needs of the work in various fields; those who
have a large capacity for work; those who possess warm,
kind hearts, cool heads, sound sense, and unbiased judg-
ment; those who are sanctified by the Spirit of God and can
fearlessly say, No, or Yea and Amen, to propositions; those
who have strong convictions, clear understanding, and pure,
sympathetic hearts; those who practice the words, All ye are
brethren; those who strive to uplift and restore fallen hu-
manity.” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, 249. See also pp.
246-249).
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CHAPTER 1

The Family: A Divine Institution

“Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto
the Lord glory and strength.” (Psalm 96:7)

As the core of society, the family has been more infiltrated,

fragmented, and affected than society has been affected by
gangsters, terrorists, and some governments together throughout
history. We are impacted by events such as 9/11 and the wars in the
Middle East, but the reality is that although we regret the barbarity
and injustice of these events, the family was, from its very beginning,
the focus of the enemy of everything good.

The great controversy that rages in every individual is, to whom
will I give my complete adoration? This controversy has significant
meaning within the home. In past generations, parents have failed to
teach their children the fear of God and today we are reaping what
we have sown. Worldwide reported attacks by children and youth are
increasing in frequency and magnitude. Countries like Mexico have
had to resort to changing the age at which they begin to apply the
criminal and legal law because many attacks are carried out by mi-
nors. Incidents of children killing their parents, teachers, and others
are reported more and more frequently. The educational systems of
various governments seem desperate to integrate moral values again
as a part of education. Additionally, some sectors are concerned
about the health of students and specifically about what they eat. The
incidence of diabetes and childhood obesity have increased by leaps
and bounds. Family abuse is another area where governments and
private institutions would like to do more in promoting the rights

N o institution has been under attack as much as the family.
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of women and children. The list is long. Overall, we see government
institutions and individuals wanting to do something about these
problems. Often they blend other interests with their efforts. But in
the interim, many families suffer and are destroyed.

Stepping away from God, His principles, and His advice is the
main factor in the decline of values, families, institutions, and gov-
ernments that we see today. One of the most effective tactics of the
enemy has been to exchange or void the respective family order God
ordained for each member; that is, the roles of men and women have
been distorted. What we see in the media and much of society is
that men and women leave their respective roles and responsibilities
in the home without a clue of the regrettable consequences in the
future. Nothing about these role changes can be further from the
truth. God Himself instituted marriage and has placed in His Word
clear guidelines as to the duties of men and women in the home. Al-
though this book is not specifically focused on solving problems at
home, it is important to identify and resolve at least some issues that
could help restore and establish families, especially if we are thinking
about developing or participating in some kind of ministry.

Remember that the first and most sacred responsibility of minis-
try is to do well to those in the home. It is not surprising then that the
darts of the enemy are aimed specifically at destroying this sacred
institution established by God (Genesis 1:27; 2:24). When one of the
spouses disagrees about starting a full-time activity for the service of
God, whether starting a ministry or by joining an existing one, it is a
good indicator that something is not quite ready. It is very important
to overcome this situation with the help of God before proceeding. It
may be a lack of commitment to God or conversion of one or both of
the spouses. It may also be a lack of effective communication, under-
standing, initiative, etc. Often, the cause of this situation is that the
one who took the initiative in the first place did not properly share
with his or her spouse so that it can become the initiative of both
partners instead of just one. The spouse who feels that he is not tak-
en into account enough in the decision making process usually will
not be comfortable with the project, especially if that spouse is the
man. In many cases, the woman seems to be more sensitive to God’s
call but does not know how the man functions. Instead of being en-
couraged to go in that direction, he objects either verbally or by his
actions. Having both partners on board is vital before continuing.

18
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Many a woman has been carrying the burden of a ministry or project
alone because she did not know how to engage her husband success-
fully in the project. The same applies to the man who has not prop-
erly approached the matter with his wife and family, and as a result,
the divine call is stopped or delayed.

The children according to their ages should also be involved so
that they are taken into account in the initiative and not just made to
go with their parents because they have no other option.

Although it seems ironic, there are cases in which the person
who is considered more spiritual and involved in church affairs fails
on this point, but instead of praying for each member of the family
in order for God to start preparing them slowly, he or she ventures to
impose the project. Sooner or later many problems will come up that
could have been avoided by patient preparation. The consequences
can even be total failure.

There are many families who wish to engage in some type of
ministry, but they really are not ready because their own home is in
danger of failing, and they urgently need to be ministered to before
they can minister to others .

Although some marriages can benefit by being in a more peace-
ful place in the field of a ministry, the general rule is that the family
should be prepared and strengthened before they go to a specific
kind of ministry. A weak marriage should not be exposed to the
hard, depleting task of starting a major project or missionary en-
terprise, or joining a ministry where the heavy responsibilities they
will encounter will weaken the situation further. As leaders at Cen-
tro Misionero de Salud (CMS), we have been able to help couples
who recognize their respective problems and who promptly sought
advice versus couples who appeared to be fine although their mar-
riages were already weak even before arriving at CMS. Zeal for God’s
cause by one spouse or both without humility and tact can lead to
trampling the individuality of the other family members. Respect is
a divine principle.

The lack of communication and consideration may lead to a re-
lationship where spouses are affected to the point at which they lose
their emotional and/or sexual intimacy. God has wonderful purpos-
es for developing marriage. His ideal is high and He longs to devel-
op characters that can reflect Him and that are prepared to dwell in
the heavenly mansions. The enemy desires to hinder this holy work.
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Some individuals go to an extreme with sex, which strengthens a
carnal nature and prevents us from developing a spiritual nature.
Others are taken to other extreme of not meeting the normal re-
quirements of this nature and this can promote, along with other
factors, a moral fall by either spouse. Remember that in ministries
there are no exemptions from tragedy, and abuse can create a failure
in either extreme case. The balance can be achieved with the help of
God, good communication, and special consideration. The need for
spiritual growth, the times we live in, and the urgency of the divine
call can provide us with an appropriate framework for the proper
balance on this issue for our married life.

Another issue, more important I think, is the emotional intima-
cy. Many marriages become conditioned to live without this. The
absence of emotional intimacy can take away the essence of happi-
ness in the marriage relationship. My wife and I lecture on family
guidelines in different places. We have found that many households,
even Christians, are trying to swim in the sea of their homes with
their hands tied up. This is because they bring many unresolved is-
sues from childhood. Added to their spouse’s unresolved issues the
situation becomes an even more complex issue. These issues must
be identified and resolved biblically so they can be truly free and
experience unity, not only physically, but also emotionally and spir-
itually that will enable them to be in a solid marriage physically
and emotionally.

Further, the greatest foundation for the family can be given
only by Christ and His righteousness. In many homes, justification
by faith is no more than a theological concept and not a constant
thought and personal experience. Christ died for each of us. Only
His innocent blood can atone for our sins and fit us to be presented
before God as righteous. This requires an act of faith.

Christ is the only righteous being, and He offers us His righ-
teousness so we can then be acceptable to God. Even though we are
sinners and unworthy, God sees us as His children without sin; righ-
teous, not because of any merit or worth of ours, but as a gift of
God. How wonderful! What love! In this thought, there is power
and hope for the repentant sinner. We die to the idea that there is
good in us for salvation, and we live in the merits of Christ. We die
to self and live for Christ. “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me”
(Galatians 2:20, NIV).
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This is the secret of success and power for a Christian. With-
out this everything else is just profession, weakness, and delusion. A
marriage in which the partners have died to self is a marriage where
the power of the Holy Spirit is present. Beholding the life of Jesus
Christ, especially the final scenes of His death, is how we can truly
die to self. For this we need faith, time, discipline, and above all, the
help of the Holy Spirit.

Remember that the process of dying to self may differ from that
of your spouse. Everyone has in their own mind and heart created
by not only what their parents, teachers, and family members trans-
mitted to them, but also what they themselves have decided to con-
template. Moses took 40 years to unlearn what he had contemplated
in his first 40 years, and then he was able to learn to die to self. David
spent 10 years preparing before he could assume his kingship. Moses
was in the Egyptian courts, David following the sheep. The apostles
beheld Jesus for three and a half years and learned to die to self so the
power of the Holy Spirit could find room in their hearts at Pentecost.
The length of time and what we behold can influence the process of
dying to self so God can really use us in such a way that all the glory
will be for Him and not for us.

One of the most insidious attacks the enemy has made on the
family is to confuse the function or responsibility of each family
member. This situation may cause confusion, or delay a family pre-
paring for ministry. Although it is not my intention to cover this
issue in its entirety, I want to touch on some basics that will help
us to better prepare for the ministry as a family and obtain greater
happiness in the home. It is important to recognize that in today’s
world there is a crisis with men and women that has led many to
desert the position or responsibilities clearly established by God in
His Holy Word.

The Real Man

When I talk about the real man I don’t mean one who is such
simply because of his gender. I am speaking of a man who carries
out the God ordained duties of his gender. Through generations,
the development of the male pattern has been lost. As a result each
new generations does not have a balanced and appropriate pattern
to follow.
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The media has distorted the true function of a man. Today we
see novels, movies, and commercials that show a weak, disposable
man who can be pulled about or changed at any time, a man who can
be easily replaced and surpassed by a woman. Additionally, a woman
not knowing how to help the man, usurps his place and does his God
given work for him, therefore blocking him emotionally and taking
on herself extra loads that will not make her fulfilled or happy. The
children see this pattern and think that this is the way it is done, and
therefore, they are ready to replicate this pattern.

In their marriage roles, the functions of man and woman, father
and mother become muddled and confused. The wife and children,
by nature, hope that the husband and father will meet his duties as
a real man; and not only meet his duties but do them well and enjoy
doing them.

The compass of security in the wife and children is oriented to
the true man, and this compass in turn must be oriented in an abso-
lute dependence on God. Thus if the husband and father is missing
for reasons beyond human control, his family can go to the source
of all security and livelihoods. A real man accepts the responsibility
and challenge of sustaining, guiding, and protecting his family while
constantly leading them to God.

As a spiritual leader, he begins every morning looking to God in
prayer. He is first to encourage the study of the Holy Scriptures by
his example, considering its teachings as a source of true education
and true success in life. With tenderness and firmness he gathers his
family steadily and happily every day to offer God an act of worship
in the morning and at night. This act of worship should be the hap-
piest moment of the family, and to achieve and maintain it will be
the result of a total dependence on God who gives wisdom to every
home in its own context so it can be achieved.

Paul, in Ephesians 5:21-33, states clearly and concisely that the
man is the head of the household. On what basis should he develop
this role? On the basis of love in subjection to Christ. The fact that
in todays society man has been unable to achieve a balanced and
efficient leadership does not mean we should give another interpre-
tation to what God has already made clear in His Word.

It is true that there is a crisis in masculinity in todays society
when we see so many homes destroyed by the absence of the hus-
band and father. The average man of today is weak, spineless, and
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afraid to make a complete surrender of the heart to God and to his
family.

Aubrey Andelin in his book that I highly recommend, Man of
Steel and Velvet, expresses it as follows:

“There are men who fail to take their position as head of
the household, allowing women and children to push them
around, not wishing to accept the responsibility which is
rightfully their own. Some blatantly encourage their wives
to assume this burden. Many of our so-called jokes center
around the wife wearing the pants. Her husband is portrayed
as a bungler, inept and incompetent to understand or con-
trol his family” (p. 8)

It is vital to balance the modern man with one who fears God.
Let us see briefly what Aubrey tell us in his book are the two aspects
that produce a successful balance. The man of steel has the following
characteristics:

“Our crucial times require men of strong minds, kind hearts
and willing hands, men who find joy in labor, men of cour-
age, honor and strong opinions, clear minds and high goals,
men who are not afraid of responsibility, men who are ded-
icated to a task and will surrender their selfish desires and
pursuits to a life of service. These are men whose word can
be depended upon?” (Ibid., 10)

“The ideal man has the strength, endurance and temperance
of fine steel. He is a composite of many sterling qualities.
Foremost among them is his willingness to assume mascu-
line burdens, to earn his bread by the sweat of his face. He
provides for himself and family with pride as he fulfills this
masculine duty. He delights in this opportunity to serve,
and does so enthusiastically. He doesn't face his responsi-
bility sullenly, as though there were no escape. He is not
looking to others to do what he should be doing. When his
problems become difficult, he takes pride in trying to solve
them. Only in emergencies does he look to others for solu-
tions. He shoulders this obligation, not only for the moral
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responsibility to do so, but because of the positive masculine
feeling he has in doing it. If placed in a position where he
cannot function in this important capacity, he is most un-
comfortable. His acceptance of this responsibility adds sub-
stance to the faith his wife places in him when she leaves the
security of her parents home to make her way with him. She
must rely on his sense of duty to provide for her, to shield
her from the harshness of the world, and to strengthen her
in her new experience.

“Not only does he assume responsibility for himself and
family, but he is also a builder of society, a contributor to
the welfare of others. He recognizes the worlds urgent needs
and, with a sense of social responsibility, contributes his
measure to making the world a better place.

“He is not afraid of responsibility, even when it requires
time, toil and personal sacrifice. All this he does because he
feels a moral obligation to others. He helps without com-
plaint. A man of steel is a masculine man. He is aggressive,
determined, decisive, and independent. He is efficient in a
mans world, demanding quotas of himself in reaching his
objectives. He is competent in a task, fearless and coura-
geous in the face of difficulty, and master of a situation.

“He has convictions and steadfastly holds to these convic-
tions. He sets high goals, goals which require dedication
and patience. He is not afraid of strain and diligence. He
rejects softness and timidity. When he has made a decision
based on his best judgment, he is unbendable as a piece of
steel. These qualities set him apart from women and weaker
members of his own sex.

“A man of steel has a sterling character. He remains stead-
fast to his convictions even under pressure. He is a man of
honor and integrity. He is fair, just and honest in his deal-
ings, possessing moral courage and self-dignity and those
diamond traits which make a strong character. He is mas-
ter of himself because he has learned to discipline himself.
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When subjected to pressures, he stands firm. In addition to
all of this, he has achieved a feeling of confidence and peace
because of his victory over himself. And physically, the Man
of Steel has a body of strength and skill” (Ibid., 12-13)

Now let’s see the velvet man:

“But along with this fiber of steel, there must be a gentle
nature. We need men who can appreciate the beauties of na-
ture, men who love their families with passion and honor,
men who adore womanhood, yet dislike weakness or coy-
ness. We need men with compassion, sensitive to the needs
of the less fortunate, men who are tender with their wives
and children, men who have developed an ability to love”
(Ibid., 10-11)

“The velvet qualities include a mans gentleness, his tender-
ness, kindness, generosity and patience. He is devoted to
the care and protection of women and children. He under-
stands and respects their gentle nature and recognizes it as
a complement to his masculinity. He is chivalrous, attentive
and respectful to women and has an ability to love with
tenderness. He has an enthusiastic and youthful attitude of
optimism which he maintains in spite of increasing years.
Humility is also part of the velvet, subduing the masculine
ego as his rough nature is refined” (Ibid., 13-14)

My favorite writer, Ellen White, puts it as follows, referring also
to the need for real men:

“God wants minute-men. He will have men who, when im-
portant decisions are to be made, are as true as the needle
to the pole; men whose special and personal interests are
swallowed up, as were our Saviour’s, in the one great general
interest for the salvation of souls” (Gospel Workers, 377)

“The greatest want of the world is the want of men—men

who will not be bought or sold, men who in their inmost
souls are true and honest, men who do not fear to call sin
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by its right name, men whose conscience is as true to duty
as the needle to the pole, men who will stand for the right
though the heavens fall” (Education, 57)

“But such a character is not the result of accident; it is not
due to special favors or endowments of Providence. A noble
character is the result of self-discipline, of the subjection of
the lower to the higher nature—the surrender of self for the
service of love to God and man.” (Ibid., 57)

Unfortunately, the models found in the media do not help us
to develop this balance. Several decades ago, for many people, the
model of man was John Wayne. Today there is a wide range of mod-
els that have nothing to do with a real man. Where to find a true
role model?

Only such men as achieve a balance of the steel and velvet stand
securely on an unshakable pedestal. At the apex of this relatively
small group of individuals stands Jesus Christ, who was the epitome
of all that was good and strong. In no area was He lacking. A study
of His life reveals an intriguing demonstration of the steel and velvet.
He never lost sight of His responsibility to complete the work he was
sent to do. He maintained His devotion to it until the end when He
said, It is finished. He was a leader of men, women and children—
true to His convictions until death. He had the moral courage to
introduce ideals and standards which were in conflict with popular
teaching of His day. He dedicated His life to the service and salvation
of others, lifting people to higher plane of thought and living. He
was a builder of society. And He was masculine, possessing courage,
determination, fearlessness, decisive judgment, and aggressiveness.
He was skilled and masterful in a difficult situation, never afraid to
face the hardness of his enemies. His character was spotless, built on
the highest of moral principles and standards of perfection. He was
eager and enthusiastic about life, promising, I am come that ye may
have life and that ye may have it more abundantly.

“Yet with all of His strength and courage, there was about
Him a gentleness that drew to Him children. Women wept
at His feet and children surrounded Him. With all of this He
had humility” (Man of Steel and Velvet, 15-16)
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Although there are few who have come close to this model, we
can all turn to Him.

When we talk about the husbands absence we refer not only to
his physical absence, but also his absence from the responsibilities of
providing for his family. The woman has had to come to the rescue
and help in this area, and by doing so, she is deserting her home. A
home without a mother in it is a tragedy. Some of this is thanks to
the poor decisions of the administration of President Richard Nixon
of the USA. Due to the deficiency of men in their role and to woman
embracing the feminist movement and deserting her post of duty, he
pushed for government child care. Consequently, we see a mess in
current families. Of course, all of this also comes as a result of sepa-
ration from God and His principles.

A woman outside of her home, assuming a role that is not hers,
is regrettable, but there is little she can do about it. Eventually she
will not feel satisfied and accomplished. If men and women leave
their respective roles in the home, we will get not only chaos in the
home but also chaos in society.

It is very important that a family who wants to serve God
through a full-time ministry evaluate their functions. “The man who
fails to stand up as the head of the family creates trouble in his home.
There is a lack of order. The weak-kneed father also creates the dom-
inant mother” (Man of Steel and Velvet, 9). In this way, the children
are prepared to follow the same pattern when they themselves form
their own families.

The family crisis that permeates society does not need to oc-
cur in the ministry for one simple reason: God has a plan to restore
the individual and the family. God has no limits on developing this
restoration in individuals and families. Some places and processes
are more suitable than others, and a move could make this process
more efficient for those who desire such an environment. However,
restoration depends not so much on the place but on the disposition
of the heart of a couple. However, a secluded spot in the country may
be more favorable than the confusion and bustle of a congested city.
There are couples who have benefited tremendously from joining a
ministry for some time before starting their own ministry. Great care
must be taken in either case not to get overloaded with work to the
point that they don’t have much time left to dedicate or permit such
restoration.
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Let’s remember some instruction for men from the Bible:

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself”
(Ephesians 5:25-28)

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that
your prayers be not hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7)

Priorities are something that should be targeted in a fami-
ly, especially if they desire to devote themselves full time to the
service of God. We clearly understand at least the first three that
follow. The first place belongs to God, “Seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be add-
ed unto you” (Matthew 6:33). Second place belongs to the family,
“And the rib, which the Lorp God had taken from man, made he
a woman, and brought her unto the man” (Genesis 2:22). (See also
1 Peter 3:1, 7 and 1 Corinthians 11:11-12). The third place be-
longs to work or study as the case may be, “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Failure to
set these priorities will result in problems and difficult situations.
There are enough problems, by the nature of the ministry, that are
already coming.

In a special way, the family suffers and breaks when overwork
causes inattention to proper care. Unattended children in a min-
istry are being prepared to be distanced away from God and from
any type of ministry in the future. We must remember that the
immediate family is the first ministry for which we must give ac-
count on the day of judgment. Where is the flock entrusted to you?
It will be difficult to answer this in court for anyone who neglects
his family.
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The Virtuous Woman

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him” (Genesis
2:18, emphasis supplied)

God saw fit to complete the human creation by providing a help-
mate for man. When this original purpose is achieved or regained,
we experience true marital bliss. The blessing of God rests on such a
couple with happiness and peace that could hardly be achieved oth-
erwise. The woman was made from mans rib, and she was brought
unto man (Genesis 2:22).

When she meets her original purpose, the woman is happy and
feels fulfilled. Unfortunately, just as Satan attacks manhood which
ends in a masculine crisis, he also attacks womanhood and brings
her into a feminine crisis. The purpose of Satan is clear: move men
and women out of God’s original purpose. Once this is achieved, it
results in the floods of family problems we see today.

It is logical then to carefully consider the restoration of the di-
vine purpose for a married couple who wishes to pursue a ministry
to serve God and neighbor. Weve already analyzed some aspects of
how man can be integrated back into the divine purpose. Now, let’s
discuss some aspects that can help the woman return to her wonder-
ful and original plan designed by God Himself.

Throughout the entire Bible, God speaks again and again of the
qualifications, principles, and functions of both spouses. For exam-
ple, when we look at Proverbs 31:10-31, we can see the attributes
of a virtuous woman, or a woman who is inside of God’s original
plan. The wise Solomon, before he describes such a woman, asked a
valid question even for our day: “Who can find a virtuous woman?”
(Verse 10). As I read the following verses of this chapter, I notice
that this woman has worth and value, is trustworthy, generous, and
constant, practices the principles of service, has a good disposition,
is intelligent, hardworking, business-minded, courageous, not lazy,
practices sacrifice, takes care of her family and possessions, is kind,
thoughtful, aware of the value of her family, is strong, courageous,
analytical and successful, altruistic, does not discriminate against
people, is cautious, proactive, is aware of the needs of others, is of re-
fined taste, resourceful and successful in her activities, dresses well,
is modest and trusts in God, does not talk nonsense or foolishness,
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is gracious, has discernment, has managed to win the love of her
family, is faithful, is the helpmate of her husband, fears God, harvests
what she sows, and is a doer of the Word of God.

The understanding of a man’s nature is delicate thing in a mar-
riage relationship. Remember that women are different from men in
temperament and nature. The man does not react, think, and act as
the woman does or have the same needs.

Helen Andelin in her book Fascinating Womanhood, tells us that
even the needs which are similar for both, vary in value.

For example, love is essential to both; admiration is essential to
both; but love is more important for women and admiration is more
important to a man. Because we fail to understand these differences,
we sometime provide men with the things we need, rather than the
things they need. (p. 40)

I recommend this book widely because it truly helps women to
develop the features I believe were originally designed by the Creator.
A set of rules is proposed in this same book (also on p. 40), for the
successful relationships of women with men. Let’s take a quick look:

1. Accept him at face value.

Appreciate his better side.

Admire his manliness.

Make him number one.

Let him be the guide, protector, and provider.
Let him manage the money.

Don’'t wound his sensitive masculine pride.

® N vk WD

Be sympathetic and understanding.

Consider that if a man is not able to perform certain functions,
the woman should first help him so that he can meet those func-
tions instead of assuming them immediately herself. This requires
a lot of patience, wisdom, and prudence since just telling him what
his weaknesses are and where he needs to improve will not ensure
that he will do it. In many cases, the way you tell him is enough to
cause him to never do it. The most effective way, in many instances,
is manifesting trust and admiring his strong areas while very care-
fully making suggestions that could stimulate an area that needs to
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be reinforced, or manifesting kindly help in certain areas that with
God’s help he can perform. God will give you wisdom.

An analysis of changes in society leads us to confirm the veracity
of the Word of God when He tells us that in the last days people will
call good evil and evil good and also that there will be people ab-
horrent of the good. Satan’s implementation of his schemes in these
last days has led society from one extreme to another. The man was
taken to an extreme as he considered himself superior to woman,
abusing her and underestimating her. Then Satan seduced woman
to leave her position at home, employ day care services, espouse the
feminist movement, and start taking on functions contrary to God’s
original plan. The man, weakened by these changes, crashes and los-
es the notion of his function as a man. The woman instead of helping
man to develop his role, usurps his place in the home, and more
often, now we see the man doing the functions originally vested in
the woman.

“She shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith
and charity and holiness with sobriety.” (1 Timothy 2:15)

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is
fit in the Lord” (Colossians 3:18)

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church” (Ephesians 5:22, 23)

“But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ,
the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God”
(1 Corinthians 11:2, NKJV)

Verses as clear as these and more are being interpreted differ-
ently due, for the most part, to the changes and pressures of society.
Even in the church itself, a similar interpretation is being given as
that which society is pressing for. If you take these verses as clearly
as they are understood, then you may be accused of discriminating
against women. Obviously, all the Bible indication for woman and
man is based on love and must be properly balanced in submission
to Christ. However, the feminist movement does not accept that God
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gave specific functions and different roles to women and men. The
issue is not that one gender is of more value than the other before
God. All are equal before God. But God in His authority, wisdom,
and love designated specific functions for each. So today we can have
a dominant woman and a weak and lacking man.

But this is not the only attack that family is suffering today. The
children are being raised by television, friends, and babysitters. Great
chaos is created by taking the woman out of the home. This evil work
started several generations ago and is now producing full fruit.

Now Satan is busy marrying same-sex couples. Whoever sees
this as evil will be immediately judged by society, authorities, and
certain Christian movements as a discriminator. In the same way as
the man who defends his position at home is misjudged, anyone who
will not accept homosexuality will be misjudged. Satan is way ahead
of us in his attacks. When we are just realizing what he has done
with the feminist movement and we have spent decades wondering
if God really meant what He clearly said in His Word to woman, Sa-
tan is already making plans to pass laws for the adoption of children
by homosexual couples.

But thank God for His Word. The Bible can keep us in the lead
if we take it for what it is, without being influenced by society and
its pressures.

And the Lorp shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and
thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou
hearken unto the commandments of the Lorp thy God, which I com-
mand thee this day, to observe and to do them. (Deuteronomy 28:13)

Society has pushed woman to perform very differently than
what the Bible teaches.

First Peter 3:1-6 speaks very clearly to women on divine
principles:

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands;
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the
word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose
adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
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which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this
manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted
in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their
own husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are
not afraid with any amazement.”

It is important therefore that women and men stick to the Bible
and not to what society demands, in spite of the fact that many de-
mands of society are already rooted in the church. Thank God for
His Holy Word that can protect us from the darts of the enemy. Es-
pecially if youre looking to serve God through a full-time ministry,
you should follow His commandments, precepts, and counsels. “Re-
ligion consists in doing the words of Christ, not doing to earn God’s
favor, but because, all undeserving, we have received the gift of His
love” (Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 149).

On the other hand, a woman already working in a full time min-
istry should be very careful how she manages her time. A woman
should have very clear priorities and not allow the ministry work-
load to prevent her from developing her most essential work, her
home, so that she can care for her husband and their children prop-
erly. As queen of the home she must have her time provided for in
this respect so that her house is neat, clean, and attractive.

The husband often is moving on, focused in the direction of the
ministry, and can easily be pulling all the family with his zeal to serve
but not giving due attention to his wife and children. Here the wom-
an as his helpmate must call a halt and help him see and remember
that the priority is the family and not the work of the ministry. Ef-
fective communication and trust should provide her the capacity to
freely speak to her husband. She needs to present to him how she
feels as mother and wife, about her health, and about the children.
Also that they, as a couple, can obtain time to cultivate the marriage
and family relationship. On the other hand, women should be care-
ful not to demand more than she should, obstructing the develop-
ment of the ministry to which they are called.

The wife and mother is a teacher and must be vigilant to ensure
health for the family. She should be properly trained in the culinary
and nutritional arts and be able to communicate this knowledge to
her children. With all the demands that a ministry can present, a
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woman must guard against being taken from her home and neglect-
ing herself and her family. A woman who neglects herself and her
duties may discourage her husband.

She must have the time for her spiritual life and growth as she
also ensures the same for those in her home. She must have the time
she needs for her personal care and for her personal goals so that she
can feel fulfilled as a person without neglecting her home. God will
give her special wisdom to ensure a proper balance and to joyfully
serve the Lord without neglecting her priorities.

Even single mothers can embrace a self-supporting ministry and
be sustained by God as she ministers to her children and does His
work. God’s promises are bountiful in this special situation when the
mother yields her heart to the Lord and serves Him.

A key thought for men and women:

“At this time God’s cause is in need of men and women who
possess rare qualifications and good administrative powers;
men and women who will make patient, thorough investi-
gation of the needs of the work in various fields; those who
have a large capacity for work; those who possess warm,
kind hearts, cool heads, sound sense, and unbiased judg-
ment; those who are sanctified by the Spirit of God and can
fearlessly say, No, or Yea and Amen, to propositions; those
who have strong convictions, clear understanding, and pure,
sympathetic hearts; those who practice the words, All ye are
brethren; those who strive to uplift and restore fallen hu-
manity.” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, 249)

“Men and women are wanted now who are as true to duty
as the needle to the pole, men and women who will work
without having their way smoothed and every obstacle re-
moved.” (Colporteur Ministry, 68)

The Children

Children are a responsibility who are often neglected, and once
they are grown there is little that can be done for them that is of eter-
nal value. As plants, they need a constant and tender care. As intel-
ligent beings it should be explained to them what a family ministry
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is all about. This should be done in an attractive and realistic way
and appropriate to their ages as well. When properly integrated into
the ministry from early childhood, keeping them in ministry will be
easier it will be when they get older.

Depending on their age and maturity they should be brought
into account as part of the family ministry. They may be consid-
ered for participation in certain decisions. Often they can provide
brilliant ideas and solutions that can surprise us. In our experience,
God has spoken to us sometimes through our children, and we have
received relief, light, comfort, and strength. They should feel part
of the ministry. More importantly, they should understand that the
family and ministry depend entirely on God, and therefore, they
must learn to listen to His voice by the study of His Word and con-
stant communion with Him. God is the boss, the teacher, the doctor,
the protector, the counselor, the guide, and the best friend.

We are in a great war and the enemy is always ready to destroy
all that is good, especially a family run ministry. Often he takes ad-
vantage of children and young people to interfere with God’s work.
We must ask God for wisdom to treat each case with the help of the
Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is willing to work with parents who ask for His
help. When our children have doubt, discontent, dislike, sloth, an-
ger, resentment, etc., and we try to solve it by ourselves, we often
do much damage and make the situation even worse. But when the
Holy Spirit does it for us, everything is different. The Holy Spirit
can work in the hearts of our children as we never can. Many times
we have encountered situations like giant walls that want to separate
us from our children, but the Holy Spirit collapses those walls and
makes them disappear in an instant, and it is wonderful.

When we have teens and we are just thinking about develop-
ing a ministry, we must be cautious and prepare the terrain for our
children so that they are attracted to and want to follow voluntarily
in this wonderful experience. Depending on their age and maturi-
ty, they may be counterproductive if we embrace a family ministry
against their will. However, not because of their whims are we going
to stop participating in the greatest privilege that humans can have.

Once we received a family with teenagers. The parents wanted to
serve the Lord, and even more, they wanted their children to change
the worldly course they were following. Their children had not been
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prepared to be involved in ministry, and it was the last thing they
wanted to do in this life. There were difficult months for all, and
finally they had to go back to their country of origin in probably a
more difficult situation.

If our spouse or our children are not ready to start a ministry or
join one, we must be careful, patient, and be in much prayer so God
will give us wisdom and grace to advance in the process of prepared-
ness. In this preparation, we refer not so much to developing practi-
cal trades in ministry, but rather a willingness to serve God and our
neighbor in some way as the common goal of the family. That is,
more willingness to pursue a life of sacrifice and service instead of a
life of pleasure, and a life of worldly and selfish purposes.

It is important to remember that our children have needs differ-
ent from ours and those needs should be met at each stage. We must
not make the mistake that because we are working for God, we can
be indifferent to their changing needs. We must encourage them to
be hardworking, diligent, and good stewards.

One way to encourage participation in a ministry when they
are growing is to allow them to receive money and to get their own
small, useful industry going. Real things can be learned, and their
ability to reason from cause to effect can be developed. Help them to
establish their priorities and to feel that in some way they are part of
the ministry to the honor and glory of God.

The academic education of our children is not only important,
but it is something that we should consider by all means when start-
ing or joining a ministry. Although we will refer to this later in an-
other chapter, I want to mention that as parents we must be aware of
what God expects from us in regard to education. Remember that we
have to give account in the heavenly court for what we did with the
flock entrusted to us. We should not take this lightly and send our
children to any public school and let them get whatever influence
they receive. We must seek the best school that will be identified not
only with our beliefs but also with our lifestyle. In many cases, the
home school is the best and only option. This involves preparation
and extra effort on the part of parents but it can be worth it, especial-
ly if it is done properly in all areas including the social aspect.

As we distribute our time, let's remember the priorities we have
set. The mission work never ends, but our children will grow up
someday and make their own decisions and depart. We must set
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aside time to spend with the family not only every day, but we must
also set aside a special time weekly. I was always amazed by the pos-
itive reaction that our children had to the family hour. Each day it
was something they anticipated with much joy, and I must also con-
fess that as parents, we did not always take advantage of that beauti-
ful moment.

The outings from the ministry or campus are relaxing and some-
times necessary. Because we can fall into the situation of being away
from the family for too long without leaving the ministry, the wife
and family can become very stressed and their time monotonous. If
the ministry is being developed in the city, let’s take the family to the
country on the weekends and obtain recreation. Perhaps we can plan
to move into a more relaxing neighborhood or a nearby rural area.

Vacations could become very beneficial, especially if they are
properly oriented to missionary activities, services, or training. As a
family, we all enjoy when we attend the annual ASI (Adventist-lay-
mens Services and Industries) Convention. We always come away
from these conventions with renewed vigor and are inspired to keep
going. Our children enjoy them to the fullest and anticipate where
the next convention will be. They anticipate seeing their friends and
participating in special programs according to their ages. If you are
not very informed about ASI, I invite you to learn more at www.asi-
ministries.org. Since these conventions change sites each year, some-
times we are able to visit relatives in the area and fellowship with our
families as well. But if you are not able to attend these conventions,
you still can plan in such a way that you can have special time with
your family while doing missionary service.

Remember that our families are our first and most sacred min-
istry. If we neglect our families, whatever ministry we perform will
be affected in some way. There is no sermon more impactful than
a united family dedicated to the Lord and to His service. There are
many things to do within the counsels of God, work that humanity
needs, work which we have the capabilities to perform, but that God
has not commanded us to do. In our zeal to serve God, we can get
into enterprises that can become a burden and affect our health or
our family relationships.

In our experience several times, wanting to do something in the
cause of God, we ended up neglecting our family, although much
good was done for other people. After a while though, we came to
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the conclusion that it was something that we placed on ourselves,
not that God called us to do. Satan can take advantage of the zeal that
someone may have for the work of God. Thank God that in His mer-
cy, He leads us back and helps us in repairing the damage, although
sometimes it may take a long time and can be painful; but praise the
mercy of a loving God!
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CHAPTER 2
The Call: Faith, Availability, and Sacrifice

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I,
Here am I; send me.” (Isaiah 6:8).

can ever have. Just think for a moment, the Creator of the
universe, the Creator of earth, sea, and heavens, your Cre-
ator, sending you a special and personal invitation not only to follow
Him, but also to work with Him in the most special, transcending,
and fascinating enterprise ever. What a profound event to be in-
volved in, the greatest of all endeavors on the planet and in the histo-
ry of mankind. Im as excited now as I was when I got the call back in
1990 when I was behind bars. I have not been able to find anything
that can compare to it that is more satisfying or rewarding—nothing.
Remember that if you are going to work effectively for some-
body, you need to have a close communication, a growing relation-
ship, and trust. In other words, you will ask yourself at the end of the
day, “Did not my heart burn within me, while he talked with me by
the way, and while he opened to me the scriptures?” (Luke 24:32).
A definite divine call can be revealed gradually or immediately.
We cannot limit the countless ways God has to transmit, disclose,
or confirm a call to an individual or a family. Remember that God’s
thoughts and ways are different from ours (Isaiah 55:8). We are just
human beings (Psalm 100:3). While there are calls God makes to in-
dividuals or family members to work independently of other family
members, as in the case of Abraham, there are also calls to work with
other family members who share the faith and desire to obey and
serve God, as in the case Moses with his brother Aaron and sister

Q divine call is one of the greatest privileges a human being
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Miriam. But we must be willing to obey God’s call to whatever end,
unimpeded in any way.

When God calls us, He can use the talents, resources, business,
etc., given to us in the past, but none of these qualify us to receive
the call. Rather, the willingness and desire to serve is what God sees.

Let’s not get impatient if we do not have a well-defined call. He
will confirm us if we allow Him to. This process can vary with the
time it takes for each individual. God can only show us what we can
understand at any given time. “I have yet many things to say unto
you, but ye cannot bear them now” (John 16:12).

Some examples of the many ministries to which God may call
a family are a basic education elementary school or a kindergarten
which can be a family ministry, especially if one or both spouses are
teachers by profession. A comprehensive vegetarian restaurant or
bakery can be a business and a family ministry. A missionary training
center, a fitness program, leading a small group of evangelism, start-
ing an evangelism work where there is none, or adding the nature of a
ministry to your existing business or profession can all be ministries.

“Educated workers who are consecrated to God can do ser-
vice in a greater variety of ways and can accomplish more
extensive work than can those who are uneducated. Their
discipline of mind places them on vantage ground. But
those who have neither great talents nor extensive education
may minister acceptably to others. God will use men who
are willing to be used. It is not the most brilliant or the most
talented persons whose work produces the greatest and
most lasting results. Men and women are needed who have
heard a message from heaven. The most effective workers
are those who respond to the invitation, Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me (Matthew 11:29).

“It is heart missionaries that are needed. He whose heart
God touches is filled with a great longing for those who
have never known His love. Their condition impresses him
with a sense of personal woe. Taking his life in his hand, he
goes forth, a heaven-sent, heaven-inspired messenger, to do
a work in which angels can co-operate.

“If those to whom God has entrusted great talents of intel-
lect put these gifts to a selfish use, they will be left, after a
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period of trial, to follow their own way. God will take men
who do not appear to be so richly endowed, who have not
large self-confidence, and He will make the weak strong,
because they trust in Him to do for them that which they
cannot do for themselves. God will accept the wholehearted
service, and will Himself make up the deficiencies.

“The Lord has often chosen for His colaborers men who
have had opportunity to obtain but a limited school educa-
tion. These men have applied their powers most diligently,
and the Lord has rewarded their fidelity to His work, their
industry, their thirst for knowledge. He has witnessed their
tears and heard their prayers. As His blessing came to the
captives in the courts of Babylon, so does He give wisdom
and knowledge to His workers today.

“Men deficient in school education, lowly in social position,
have, through the grace of Christ, sometimes been wonder-
fully successful in winning souls for Him. The secret of their
success was their confidence in God. They learned daily of
Him who is wonderful in counsel and mighty in power”
(Ministry of Healing, 150-151)

Fasting, prayer, and study of His Holy Word as well as a consis-
tent life in tune with what we profess will help the reception and con-
firmation of the call. Remember that God will not only confirm the
call but also help us to consolidate it and perhaps expand the call as
well. A sober and bustle-free life can help us better hear God’s voice.
The country is a good place to be more in communion with God and
be attentive to His voice, though God is not limited to places.

At CMS we have had doctors, pastors, and others with defined
professions or vocations who have accepted God’s call to expand
their ministry with additional knowledge of therapies and natural
remedies. God calls us not based on our ability, skill, or profession,
but on our willingness to serve and be taught and trained by Him.
God wants His name to be honored through the ministry to which
we are called. If we are not ready to give Him all the glory, He will
continue to work with us until we do permit it.

Once this point is reached, He can use us mightily. God will
put us in situations where we will be more and more tired of ex-
tolling our ideas, talents, and accomplishments and where we will
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increasingly prefer to praise God and give glory to Him. Pride sig-
nificantly interferes with our perception of the call, and this is one
of the reasons why the call may be gradual. God does not call the
qualified, but rather, qualifies the called. Once we are certain that
God has called us, we must move forward in faith, trusting that we
have secured our training.

Dying to self enables us to better hear the voice of God and the
Holy Spirit’s direction. It is a process which heaven is keen to achieve.
To help us die to self, God will allow us to experience situations that we
ourselves create, but that are not necessarily God’s will for us. He will
help us to get back on track if we let Him. Some of these situations will
place us where we must choose to die to self or to continue with our
own ideas. If we humbly choose to die to self, the kingdom of heaven
advances. If we choose otherwise, we will delay the work of God in our
hearts and in the ministry that He wants to develop through us.

God often calls us to a place or to a specific work for the sole
purpose of taking us to a different place or work. However, in this
process we must remember the attributes of God’s character, that
is, how He works. God is a God of order, respect, consistency, and
transparency who builds and restores and who is governed by prin-
ciples and not by emotions. It is very important to consider all of this
since the enemy of every good thing, Satan, wants to confuse us by
causing us to make our decisions based on our emotions.

We often see people who want to serve God failing because
of their inconsistency in missionary work, thus bringing reproach
upon the cause of God. They go to a place to work or to get training.
Suddenly, somebody passes an invitation or speaks to them enticing-
ly, and they exit leaving behind jobs and courses unfinished. Others
get up one day discouraged and leave with the first person who pass-
es by. They hop from one place to another, thinking they are accom-
plishing a lot, but they are actually bringing reproach upon the cause
and fleeing from the work God wants to do in their hearts. Many
people who have had to leave things unfinished because of family
situations such as finances, interpersonal problems at home, emo-
tional or sentimental situations, and especially for the health reasons
of someone back home later realize that it was not the will of God to
have stopped God’s call. Satan knows very well how to interfere with
or hinder a call from God.
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Others allow Satan to irritate them with the everyday situations
that happen in their surroundings such as backbiting, gossip, and
complaints. Thus they do not get along well with others, and to avoid
problems, they leave causing hindrance to God’s work again. Others
get into romances too quickly or without following God’s counsel,
distracting themselves and others from the very work God wants to
perform in them and through them, and once again God’s work is
slowed down.

Another one of Satans devices is to interfere with our relation-
ship with God and our ability to find God’s call for us by not let-
ting us wake up early in the morning to worship and commune with
God. Early morning is the time when no other voice is speaking to
us and when we can more clearly hear God’s voice as we study His
Word and commune with Him in prayer. “I love them that love me;
and those that seek me early shall find me” (Proverbs 8:17). Espe-
cially those who live in the cities will find a lot of distractions at
night so they cannot go to sleep early. Therefore, they cannot wake
up early and seek God. Remember what the apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 6:11-13:

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand”

Here is a thought that is very pertinent and relevant about
the call:

“’And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand,
and when ye turn to the left’ (Isaiah 30:21). I know that hu-
man beings suffer much because they step out of the path
that God has chosen for them to follow. They walk in the
sparks of the fire they have kindled themselves, and the sure
result is affliction, unrest, and sorrow, which they might
have avoided if they had submitted their will to God and
had permitted Him to control their ways. God sees that it
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is necessary to oppose our will and our way, and bring our
human will into subjection.

“Whatever path God chooses for us, whatever way He or-
dains for our feet, that is the only path of safety. We are daily
to cherish a spirit of childlike submission, and pray that our
eyes may be anointed with the heavenly eye salve in order
that we may discern the indications of the divine will, lest we
become confused in our ideas, because our will seems to be
all-controlling. With the eye of faith, with childlike submis-
sion as obedient children, we must look to God, to follow
His guidance, and difficulties will clear away. The promise
is, ‘I will instruct thee and teach thee...: I will guide thee
with mine eye’ (Psalm 32:8).

“If we come to God in a humble and teachable spirit, not
with our plans all formed before we ask Him, and shaped
according to our own will, but in submission, in willingness
to be taught, in faith, it is our privilege to claim the promise
every hour of the day. We may distrust ourselves, and we
need to guard against our own inclinations and strong ten-
dencies lest we shall follow our mind and plans and think it
is the way of the Lord. ...

“Our heavenly Father is our Ruler, and we must submit
to His discipline. We are members of His family. He has a
right to our service, and if one of the members of His family
would persist in having his own way, persist in doing just
that which he pleased, that spirit would bring about a dis-
ordered and perplexing state of things. We must not study
to have our own way, but God’s way and God’s will” (That I
May Know Him, 249)

“To everyone who offers himself to the Lord for service,
withholding nothing, is given power for the attainment of
measureless results. For these God will do great things. He
will work upon the minds of men so that, even in this world,
there shall be seen in their lives a fulfillment of the promise
of the future state” (The Ministry of Healing, 160)

“There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self
aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon
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his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated to God. All who
consecrate body, soul, and spirit to His service will be con-
stantly receiving a new endowment of physical, mental, and
spiritual power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at
their command. Christ gives them the breath of His own
Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its
highest energies to work in mind and heart. Through the
grace given us we may achieve victories that because of our
own erroneous and preconceived opinions, our defects of
character, our smallness of faith, have seemed impossible”
(Ibid., 159)

Since the call is not isolated from a life of faith, sacrifice, and
availability, we must consider the other family members in accept-
ing the call. We should not impose what we think is the call on the
other family members. If the spouse and/or children do not agree
to undertake this adventure, chances are they are not ready and the
need becomes evident to work and pray more in the incubation of
the ministry and specifically with each member who, perhaps, is not
well informed or has not been a part in making the decision in this
regard. Obviously, the childrens contribution on making the deci-
sion is dependent on their age. With teenage children we must be
very careful because if they are not properly managed, it may delay
or obstruct the ministry. In most cases, if a single family member is
not ready it may be a good indication that perhaps the family is not
ready rather than just that one member.

Faith and determination are crucial in the call.

“The message of God came to Abraham, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy fathers house,
unto a land that I will show thee. In order that God might
qualify him for his great work as the keeper of the sacred or-
acles, Abraham must be separated from the associations of
his early life. The influence of kindred and friends would in-
terfere with the training which the Lord purposed to give His
servant. Now that Abraham was, in a special sense, connect-
ed with heaven, he must dwell among strangers. His charac-
ter must be peculiar, differing from all the world. He could
not even explain his course of action so as to be understood
by his friends. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, and
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his motives and actions were not comprehended by his idol-
atrous kindred?” (Patriarchs and Prophets, 126)

The fact that Terah, Abraham’s father, had gone with him despite
God’s clear command, Go from the house of your father, may have
been a factor in the delay and confusion of Abraham with his call.
Since Terah served other God’s from Mesopotamia (Joshua 24:2), it
is very likely that this was one of the reasons, if not the main one,
why Abraham stopped at Haran, an idolatrous city, for a few years
(we do not know how many) until Terah died. Again God reminded
Abraham that it was to the promised land of Canaan he needed to
go. But after continuing his journey and arriving in Canaan where he
was supposed to be (Genesis 12:5), he kept going and went south to
Egypt (verses 8 and 9), where God had not called him. Not only did
he lie at least two times in Egypt, but he unnecessarily wore himself
out along with his numerous family with their children, servants,
and animals since traveling by camel and walking was the only mode
of transportation.

But God did not abandon him. He was patient and even blessed
him greatly. Sometimes, in the process of dying to self and better un-
derstanding the voice of God, God allows us to be in circumstances
that are not necessarily the will of God, but our own. This causes a
lot of wear on the family which could have been avoided. But God
uses this for our benefit and development of character, if we let Him.

Later on, Isaac, Abrahams son, was in a similar situation (Gen-
esis 26:1-2). Fortunately, Abraham did a good work in transferring
knowledge that eventually passed from God to his son, and Isaac
was then prepared to distinguish the voice of God which told him,
Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which I shall tell you
(Verse 2, NKJV). God does not like for us to go down to Egypt, to the
south, to the world, to sin, which he did not call us into, or to dwell
in Haran, a place of comfort, stagnation, and death. In all this, we
see God’s mercy, patience, compassion, power, and great love for us.
God will show us the way to go even if we are clumsy. “I will instruct
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee
with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no
understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle,
lest they come near unto thee” (Psalm 32:8-9).

However, Abraham developed an incredible faith in God, knew
God intimately, and distinguished His voice among the voices in
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his own carnal nature and the devil. He was called the father of
the faithful and the friend of God. He could distinguish the voice
of God when told to sacrifice his own son, and his only heir of the
promise. He also learned that “the happiest place on earth for him
was the place where God would have him to be” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, 126).

On this same page, we are provided with valuable advice:

“Many are still tested as was Abraham. They do not hear
the voice of God speaking directly from the heavens, but
He calls them by the teachings of His word and the events
of His providence. They may be required to abandon a ca-
reer that promises wealth and honor, to leave congenial and
profitable associations and separate from kindred, to enter
upon what appears to be only a path of self-denial, hard-
ship, and sacrifice. God has a work for them to do; but a
life of ease and the influence of friends and kindred would
hinder the development of the very traits essential for its ac-
complishment. He calls them away from human influences
and aid, and leads them to feel the need of His help, and
to depend upon Him alone, that He may reveal Himself to
them. Who is ready at the call of Providence to renounce cher-
ished plans and familiar associations? Who will accept new
duties and enter untried fields, doing Gods work with firm
and willing heart, for Christ’s sake counting his losses gain?
He who will do this has the faith of Abraham, and will share
with him that far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
with which the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared. (2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 8:18) (Ibid. 126,
emphasis added).

Finally, lets remember that the human “heart is deceit-
ful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jeremiah 17:9). Therefore, let’s open up and yield to humility, al-
ways contemplating Christ.

Those who are true to their calling as messengers for God
will not seek honor for themselves. Love for self will be swal-
lowed up in love for Christ. No rivalry will mar the precious
cause of the gospel. They will recognize that it is their work
to proclaim, as did John the Baptist, ‘Behold the Lamb of
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God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
They will lift up Jesus, and with Him humanity will be lift-
ed up. ‘Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy
place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones’ (Isaiah 57:15). (The Desire of Ages, 179)

“John had been called to lead out as a reformer. Because of
this, his disciples were in danger of fixing their attention
upon him, feeling that the success of the work depended
upon his labors, and losing sight of the fact that he was only
an instrument through which God had wrought. But the
work of John was not sufficient to lay the foundation of the
Christian church. When he had fulfilled his mission, anoth-
er work was to be done, which his testimony could not ac-
complish. His disciples did not understand this. When they
saw Christ coming in to take the work, they were jealous
and dissatisfied.

“The same dangers still exist. God calls a man to do a cer-
tain work; and when he has carried it as far as he is qualified
to take it, the Lord brings in others, to carry it still farther.
But, like John’s disciples, many feel that the success of the
work depends on the first laborer. Attention is fixed upon
the human instead of the divine, jealousy comes in, and the
work of God is marred. The one thus unduly honored is
tempted to cherish self-confidence. He does not realize his
dependence on God. The people are taught to rely on man
for guidance, and thus they fall into error, and are led away
from God.

“The work of God is not to bear the image and superscrip-
tion of man. From time to time the Lord will bring in dif-
ferent agencies, through whom His purpose can best be ac-
complished. Happy are they who are willing for self to be
humbled, saying with John the Baptist, ‘He must increase,
but I must decrease’” (The Desires of Ages, 182)
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CHAPTER 3

Education: Bible, Horticulture, and
Medical Missionary Training

“Now, as never before, we need to understand the true sci-
ence of education. If we fail to understand this, we shall nev-
er have a place in the kingdom of God” (Mind, Character,
and Personality, Vol. 1, 53)

TRUE EDUCATION
M oses spent 40 years in the desert unlearning the false educa-

tion he acquired in Egypt and learning the true one. It was

only then that God called him to lead the army of Israel out
of slavery in Egypt. The learning process in the divine school is a
lifetime process here and for eternity. Even during the Exodus, God
needed to train him further. He needed to die to self even more, so
he could behold more and more the glory of the Lord and learn from
His instructions. One time he had to wait six days on Mount Sinai
(Exodus 24:16) before God, wrapped within the cloud, could speak
and convey many instructions to him for forty days and forty nights
(Exodus 24:18; also, Exodus 25-31).

Elijah had to wait seven times after praying for the rain to de-
scend (1 Kings 18:42-43). Elisha, with the Shunammites son, had
to make several attempts before finally the child sneezed and was
resuscitated (2 Kings 4:31-35). John the Baptist was in the wilder-
ness in preparation for his mission (Luke 1:80). Jesus Himself was
in the wilderness for forty days and forty nights before beginning
His ministry (Luke 4:1-2). Once anointed David did not ascend to
his call immediately. He spent ten years in training before becoming
the king (1 Samuel 16-2 Samuel 2). These experiences were written
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for our admonition (2 Timothy 3:16). It is clear, therefore, that God
wants to train us in order to carry out the work entrusted to us. This
is wonderful! Be taught by God (Psalms 16:7; 32:8).

Greater still is the fact that in this process of education, it is es-
sential to obtain an experimental knowledge of God and the recog-
nition of our weakness and of our great need of Him, so that God
can receive all the glory and not us. Therefore, the delay we see in
some cases—either in response to our prayer, or in confirming our
call, or in obtaining a training—is part of God’s plan so we can die
to self, develop our character, and bring honor and glory to the One
and Sovereign God of the universe.

“True education means more than taking a certain course of
study. It is broad. It includes the harmonious development
of all the physical powers and the mental faculties. It teaches
the love and fear of God, and is a preparation for the faithful
discharge of lifes duties.” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and
Students, 64)

“[It] includes not only mental discipline, but that training
which will secure sound morals and correct deportment.”
(Ibid., 331)

“Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis
of true education. This is made plain in the law that God has
given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment
is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength” (Mark 12:30). To love Him, the Infinite, the
Omniscient One, with the whole strength and mind and
heart, means the highest development of every power. It
means that in the whole being—the body, the mind, as well
as the soul—the image of God is to be restored.

“Like the first is the second commandment, ‘Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself” (Mark 12:31). The law of love calls
for the devotion of body, mind, and soul to the service of
God and our fellow men. And this service, while making us
a blessing to others, brings the greatest blessing to ourselves.
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Unselfishness underlies all true development. Through un-
selfish service we receive the highest culture of every facul-
ty” (Ibid., 32)

In relation to education or preparation for self-supporting mis-
sionaries, Sutherland wrote about events that happened in the nine-
teenth century that can help us understand the divine process in
our times.

“It was the divine plan that the midnight cry and the third
angel’s message should be carried to every nation, kindred,
tongue and people. God wanted an army trained to carry
forth this practical religion to a world which had been ed-
ucated away from the gospel order by the pagan and Papal
systems of education.

“We have seen that Christian education, as developed by the
educational reformers in every Protestant denomination,
made possible a mighty laymens movement. We can under-
stand how these self-supporting missionaries could quickly
carry the message to the world. It was Satan’s studied effort
to thwart this self-supporting laymen’s movement. He ac-
complished his desired results by exalting worldly literature
to a place above the Bible; by consuming practically all the
students time in mental effort, and leading him to depreciate
the practical in education; by leading to a gradual substitu-
tion of athletics, sports and games for manual labor. Satan is
endeavoring to deceive the very elect, the remnant church.”
(E.A. Sutherland, Studies in Christian Education, 42)

“The Protestant denominations could not carry the message
of present truth in all its fullness to other countries, because
they did not first break every yoke of worldly education;
they did not come into the line of true education; they did
not educate to prepare a people to understand the message,
and then give the message to the world” (Ibid.) (Madison
School, 28)
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“That Church Triumphs which breaks the yoke of worldly
education, and which develops and practices the principles
of Christian education.” (Ibid., 3)

Right where Protestant denominations failed to give the mid-
night cry is where the church of today must have success to give the
loud cry of the three angels and the fourth angel of Revelation 18.
The reformers of that time saw that the educational system in vogue
in the Protestant churches was totally inadequate to prepare a mis-
sionary to dare to carry an unpopular truth contrary to the will of
the leaders in those denominations (Ibid. 43).

The Great Controversy in the chapter “A Warning Rejected” tells
us more about what happened at that time. Let’s see:

“We have had the fact before our minds, that, in general,
the Protestant churches of our country, as such, were either
apathetic or hostile to nearly all the moral reforms of the
age. ... We have also another corroborated fact: the almost
universal absence of revival influence in the churches....
Very extensively, church members are becoming devotees
of fashion,—join hands with the ungodly in parties of plea-
sure, in dancing, in festivities, etc. ... the churches generally
are becoming sadly degenerate. They have gone very far from
the Lord, and He has withdrawn Himself from them” (The
Great Controversy, 377)

Such a condition never exists without cause in the church itself.

“But the churches generally did not accept the warning.
Their ministers ... [had] signs of the times. ... The fact that
the message was, to a great extent, preached by laymen, was
urged as an instrument against it.... Multitudes, trusting
failed to learn the truth either from the testimony of the
prophets or from the implicitly to their pastors, refused to
listen to the warning. ... The message which God had sent
for the testing and purification of the church revealed all too
surely how great was the number who had set their affec-
tions on this world rather than upon Christ” (Ibid., 380)
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The question for us in our time would be, is there any differ-
ence in our present condition? Hardly. I think our current education
system cannot prepare us fully to give the loud cry and be strong
in the time of trouble. Remember that “The time is soon coming
when God’s people, because of persecution, will be scattered in many
countries. Those who have received an all-round education will have
a great advantage wherever they are” (An Appeal for the Madison
School, 2).

However,God has told us that “There is a large field open before
the self-supporting gospel worker” (The Acts of the Apostles, 355).
It is of paramount importance to understand what true education
is and break the yoke with the false one, in order to assimilate the
training that God wants to give parents, youth, and children of today.
This would avoid wasting time, resources, and energy on something
that in the end is not God’s ideal for His children, especially in the
last days in which we live.

When thinking about a family ministry, the education of our
children is something of great importance that should be contem-
plated and planned. It may be difficult to find a suitable school for
our children in the times we are living. However, we must try and
make every effort so that our children get a true education. This
should be not the best option but the only one. In some cases, home-
schooling would be ideal. Even this requires preparation and great
effort from parents and children. However, each case has its own
context, and God will show the most suitable course.

Public and private educational systems are being pressured by
government entities with agendas contrary to God’s plan. This will
exacerbate the situation for many of God’s people who do not know
what true education really is.

Moses spent forty years unlearning so he could learn in the
school of Christ. We may have to unlearn many things before we can
learn the simple but unique teachings that come from the Source of
all wisdom.

One of the things that God wants to teach any person or family
who wants to engage in His service is dependence on God and not
on ourselves. The false education often teaches us that we must rely
on our skills and abilities. But in the school of Christ, it is different.
We need true humility to sit at the feet of Christ and not only listen,
but believe and do; namely, learning in its fullest meaning.
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Saul of Tarsus, with all his self-confidence and talents, was ready
to teach and give directions. But he had to be thrown on the ground
and unable able to see for several days, fasting and praying in order
to be ready to listen and learn from the Great Master. Then he be-
came Paul, the great apostle. I do not know from what great horse or
height you need to be brought to the ground, or how big a blow must
be delivered to your head to be willing to be taught by God. A sure
promise is that God will give us wisdom if we ask (James 1:5), but we
must do so with humility and true willingness to unlearn and relearn
from the Source of all wisdom.

“The system of education instituted at the beginning of the
world was to be a model for man throughout all aftertime.
As an illustration of its principles a model school was estab-
lished in Eden, the home of our first parents. The Garden of
Eden was the schoolroom, nature was the lesson book, the
Creator Himself was the instructor, and the parents of the
human family were the students.” (Education, 20)

We need to develop a teachable spirit; otherwise, if we learn
something, it will be learned the hard way.

THE BIBLE

“The Word of God presents the most potent means of ed-
ucation, as well as the most valuable source of knowledge,
within the reach of humanity.” (From the Heart, 15)

“The Bible contains all the principles that men need to un-
derstand in order to be fitted either for this life or for the life
to come. And these principles may be understood by all”
(Education, 123)

“Your school is to be an example of how Bible study, gener-
al education, physical education, and sanitarium work may
be combined in many smaller schools that shall be estab-
lished in simplicity in many places in the Southern States.”
(Manuscript Releases, Vol. 11, 190)
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The Word of God, the great textbook that God has left for our
instruction along with the books of inspiration should be our every-
day study. There we will find a sure foundation for any of the branch-
es God wants to prepare us for. Remember that whoever God calls
He will enable and train. Whether Providence allows you to study
a career or not, our foundation must be in Christ and in service to
Him. Often, many well-meaning Christians studying to complete a
career end up away from the school of Christ. The school of Christ
must be our primary focus; we should hang on to it with responsibil-
ity, consistency, perseverance, and faith for without faith it is impos-
sible to please God (Hebrews 11:6, NIV).

WRONG INFLUENCES AND ARGUMENTS

Many calls and/or trainings have been delayed, interrupted, or
have failed due to the influence of family or friends. Remember that
we are in a spiritual war. As soon as Satan sees efforts by someone
who wants to serve God, he (Satan) opposes them in many ways,
including personal illness or illness of a family member. Notice what
is said of the great patriarch when called and trained:

“In order that God might qualify him for his great work as
the keeper of the sacred oracles, Abraham must be separat-
ed from the associations of his early life. The influence of
kindred and friends would interfere with the training which
the Lord purposed to give His servant” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, 126)

While this is not always the case, and we are even talking about
family ministries, we must be very careful with this issue. The Lord
Himself tells us in Matthew 19:29 and every one that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil-
dren, or lands, for my names sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life. We must pray earnestly and fast in order
to know clearly what is the will of God.

Once a couple of girls came to be trained as young missionaries.
They were very devoted to the Lord and had wonderful gifts. As they
completed the training, their parents urged them to return home to
help them in the city. They agreed even though they had several calls
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to serve God. After a year these girls were trapped in the practices of
the world, living in sinful pleasures, and unable to help their parents
either, even though they were living with them. What a tragedy.

In turn, we should be cautious lest, prompted by a zeal to work
for the Lord, we neglect the sacred ministry to our family and by
so doing bring shame to the gospel. I have also known people who
have left their home and their responsibility as husband or wife, thus
leaving children and home under the banner of zeal to work for the
Lord, when the Lord did not really want that.

The training that God can give His children is not limited to a
specific place, as good as this may be. God can train us where we are,
by the faithful performance of our duties and with special attention
to His providence.

“The Lord places us in different positions to develop us.
If we have defects of character of which we are not aware,
He gives us discipline that will bring those defects to our
knowledge, that we may overcome them.” (That I May Know
Him, 282)

If we are in the school of Christ, whether in a learning institution
or elsewhere, we can be trained according to His will.

We may be taking a course in an institution for missionaries and
yet not be in the school of Christ, if we are not submitted to Him.
If we are in the school of Christ, whether we are in an institution
or in another place, we are being transformed into His image and
likeness despite the shortcomings of the place where we may be.
More important than the knowledge of how to work the land, heal
the body, educate children and young people, preach the Word, etc.,
is the transformation of the heart and the human mind into the like-
ness of God. If we fail to allow God to do this process in our life, we
have failed.

But we do not need to wait to be perfect in order to work for
God, knowing that the work is a tool God uses to accomplish His
purpose. I once met a person so dedicated to God and very qualified
to do much good for mankind, but in his opinion, he was far from
being ready and able to serve God. He spent decades with the same
argument until later, advanced in years, almost powerless, he could
not do what he was able to do for God all his life. What a waste.
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HORTICULTURE

As part of the training, horticulture is indispensable. The ABCs
of true education provide us with a variety of benefits. Being in-
volved in nature can provide a training that you can hardly find
elsewhere. Not only can we learn profound lessons and practices on
this divine book, but we can also obtain comprehensive health. When
God created nature, placed us in an orchard, and provided us with
useful exercise, food, management, and revelation as well as an in-
timate communion with Him, we had peace and happiness. Before
sin entered the world, the work on the land was already part of God’s
plan (Genesis 2:15).

God, having created all things, allowed humans to participate
with Him in the procreation of certain things such as to conceive
and raise a baby, plant and harvest fruits, etc. Great is the privi-
lege of mankind to participate in the emergence and care of a plant
that later will give us a fruit to nourish the body providing good
blood and health. Even the gospel is revealed broadly in the death
of a buried seed to germinate and give life to human beings. Christ
died and was buried, rose again to give us eternal life. How profound
and wonderful!

In the section “Recommendation of Published Works,” you can
obtain information from books that can help you in a clear and prac-
tical way to prepare and nurture the soil, plant, water, and grow to
harvest good fruit. Unfortunately man has divorced himself from
this art that has always been in God’s plan as part of a healthy lifestyle
for His children. Statistics from over twenty years ago tell us that of a
hundred people who eat, only one is involved in planting. Children
who grow up in cities can only trace food from their table back to
the supermarket. In most schools, students have been conditioned to
throw a ball at whoever gets in the way, instead of using their ener-
gies profitably by growing products in the garden and enjoying the
privilege of procreating highly complex products and incomparable
technology. The wonderful physical and chemical composition of
the products of nature have always been and will always be ahead of
scientific research. Its peculiar secrets and interactive effects will be
known more fully in the post-human era. That is, they are so beyond
human knowledge that only in eternity will we be able to understand
what today science, with all its technology, cannot tell us.
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“He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread” (Proverbs
28:19). We are fast approaching the time when “no man might buy
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name” (Revelation 13:17) for which we need wisdom
and understanding. The Lord’s methods are simple and easy to as-
similate. His Word is full of tips about how to cultivate the land and
draw lessons from it. Isaiah 28:23-29 says:

“Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my
speech. Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he
open and break the clods of his ground? When he hath made
plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches,
and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and
the appointed barley and the rie in their place? For his God
doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. For the
fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither
is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitch-
es are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod.
Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing
it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with
his horsemen. This also cometh forth from theLord of hosts,
which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.”

Instructions and applications are extended by the inspired pen:

“Let every church member consider the breaking up of the
fallow ground, the careful cleansing of the soil, and the de-
positing and harrowing of the seed, which is the laborious
work of the husbandman. It is a rough and searching pro-
cess. The harrowing of the seed is not always pleasant to the
receiver, and sometimes disabling to him because he does
not sense the virtue of the Word and become submissive
under the tilling process in spiritual life. The sins commit-
ted require the sincere repentance that needeth not to be
repented of, but when the hard soil is broken up and the
stubborn clods are broken to pieces then the precious seed
can be sown and harrowed into the soil. This represents the
severe discipline of God. Often rebellion is manifested, and
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the discipline of God must continue until the determined
will is broken and the end is gained.

“In things spiritual as well as natural this work must be
done. Often severity is needed to bring in the spiritual har-
vest. It is God’s great law that without the proper sowing of
seed and the tillage there will be no harvest in sheaves. An
experience is lacking. Divine blessings wait only for human
spiritual working of the soil of the heart and the industry to
care for the soil while the Lord is sowing His seed.

“As a man soweth he shall also reap. All who study the Word
with full purpose to cleanse away from the life all sin, and
who search the Scriptures to learn what is truth, will wel-
come the truth of the Word as a Thus saith the Lord. They
will repent under the sharp reproofs of Bible truth.... If a
man sow true repentance he will reap the reward of sound
good works. If he continues in the faith he reaps peace. If
he becomes sanctified and cleansed from his appetite for
cheapness and folly he shall ... reap righteousness and per-
fect love.... A continuance in the well doing in overcom-
ing makes him a daily victor because he keeps the mark
of Christ’s perfection ever before him.” (That I May Know
Him, 281)

“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break
up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he
come and rain righteousness upon you.” (Hosea 10:12)

MEDICAL MISSIONARY WORK

Medical missionary work with publications are the ministries
that will remain until the end.

Three important aspects or principles of this work in accordance
with W. D. Frazee are:

1. Motivation: Must be founded on selfless love, sacrifice.

2. The method: Of bringing people into harmony with the
obedience of the laws of health, education, focused on obe-
dience, is more important than any apparent result and;
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3. Goal: Soul-winning, then, is the goal of all true medical
missionary work. (From a sermon by W. D. Frazee, What Is
Medical Missionary Work?)

Temperance plays a more significant role than many would
think in the medical missionary work for the last days.

“As a prophet, John was to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just;
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. In prepar-
ing the way for Christ’s first advent, he was a representative
of those who are to prepare a people for our Lord’s second
coming. The world is given to self-indulgence. Errors and
fables abound. Satan’s snares for destroying souls are mul-
tiplied. All who would perfect holiness in the fear of God
must learn the lessons of temperance and self-control. The
appetites and passions must be held in subjection to the
higher powers of the mind. This self-discipline is essential to
that mental strength and spiritual insight which will enable
us to understand and to practice the sacred truths of God’s
word. For this reason temperance finds its place in the work
of preparation for Christ’s second coming” (The Desire of
Ages, 101)

God in His infinite mercy has left a health plan that for its sim-
plicity and effectiveness many do not appreciate.

“God’s remedies are the simple agencies of nature that will
not tax or debilitate the system through their powerful prop-
erties. Pure air and water, cleanliness, a proper diet, purity
of life, and a firm trust in God are remedies for the want
of which thousands are dying; yet these remedies are going
out of date because their skillful use requires work that the
people do not appreciate. Fresh air, exercise, pure water,
and clean, sweet premises are within the reach of all with
but little expense; but drugs are expensive, both in the out-
lay of means and in the effect produced upon the system.
(Selected Messages, Book 2, 287)
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“Use the Simplest Remedies—Nature will want some as-
sistance to bring things to their proper condition, which
may be found in the simplest remedies, especially in the use
of natures own furnished remedies—pure air, and with a
precious knowledge of how to breathe; pure water, with a
knowledge of how to apply it; plenty of sunlight in every
room in the house if possible, and with an intelligent knowl-
edge of what advantages are to be gained by its use. All these
are powerful in their efficiency, and the patient who has
obtained a knowledge of how to eat and dress healthfully,
may live for comfort, for peace, for health; and will not be
prevailed upon to put to his lips drugs, which, in the place of
helping nature, paralyzes her powers. If the sick and suffer-
ing will do only as well as they know in regard to living out
the principles of health reform perseveringly, then they will
in nine cases out of ten recover from their ailments.” (Ibid.)

“Medical missionary work brings to humanity the gospel of
release from suffering. It is the pioneer work of the gospel.
It is the gospel practiced, the compassion of Christ revealed.
Of this work there is great need, and the world is open for it.
God grant that the importance of medical missionary work
shall be understood, and that new fields may be immediate-
ly entered” (Medical Ministry, 239)

“The medical missionary work is of divine origin, and has a
most glorious mission to fulfill” (Ibid., 24)

“Health reform is to stand out more prominently in the
proclamation of the third angel’s message. The principles of
health reform are found in the word of God. The gospel of
health is to be firmly linked with the ministry of the word.
It is the Lord’s design that the restoring influence of health
reform shall be a part of the last great effort to proclaim the
gospel message.” (Counsels on Diet and Foods, 75)

“The right hand is used to open doors through which the

body may find entrance. This is the part the medical mis-
sionary work is to act. It is to largely prepare the way for
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the reception of the truth for this time.” (Counsels for the
Church, 311)

“This is a work that the churches in every locality, north and
south and east and west, should do. The churches have been
given the opportunity of answering this work. Why have
they not done it? Some one must fulfill the commission.”
(The Review and Herald, May 25, 1897)

“We have come to a time when every member of the church
should take hold of medical missionary work. The world is
a lazar house filled with victims of both physical and spir-
itual disease. Everywhere people are perishing for lack of
a knowledge of the truths that have been committed to us.
The members of the church are in need of an awakening,
that they may realize their responsibility to impart these
truths.” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, 62)

These are just a few quotes that can help us to see the importance
of implementing the medical missionary work. As family ministry
this work is very useful. Let’s see one of E. G. White’s experiences in
this regard:

“The Lord gave me great light on health reform. In con-
nection with my husband, I was to be a medical mission-
ary worker. I was to set an example to the church by taking
the sick to my home and caring for them. This I have done,
giving the women and children vigorous treatment.” (The
Review and Herald, July 26, 1906)

“As religious aggression subverts the liberties of our nation,
those who would stand for freedom of conscience will be
placed in unfavorable positions. For their own sake, they
should, while they have opportunity, become intelligent in
regard to disease, its causes, prevention, and cure. And those
who do this will find a field of labor anywhere. There will be
suffering ones, plenty of them, who will need help, not only
among those of our own faith, but largely among those who
know not the truth” (Counsels on Health, 506)
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“We shall see the medical missionary work broadening and
deepening at every point of its progress, because of the in-
flowing of hundreds and thousands of streams, until the
whole earth is covered as the waters cover the sea” (Medical
Ministry, 317)

Cities are places greatly in need of medical missionary work.

“The ordained ministers alone are not equal to the task. God
is calling not only upon the ministers, but also upon phy-
sicians, nurses, canvassers, Bible workers, and other con-
secrated laymen of varied talent who have a knowledge of
present truth, to consider the needs of the unwarned cities.
There should be one hundred believers actively engaged in
personal missionary work where now there is but one. Time
is rapidly passing. There is much work to be done before
satanic opposition shall close up the way. Every agency must
be set in operation, that present opportunities may be wisely
improved” (Medical Ministry, 248)

“Our ministers are to work on the gospel plan of minister-
ing. ... You will never be ministers after the gospel order till
you show a decided interest in medical missionary work,
the gospel of healing and blessing and strengthening. ... The
Lord wants every one of His ministers to come into line.
Take hold of the medical missionary work, and it will give
you access to the people” (Counsels on Health, 533)

“There is no change in the messages that God has sent in
the past. The work in the cities is the essential work for
this time. When the cities are worked as God would have
them, the result will be the setting in operation of a mighty
movement such as we have not yet witnessed. (Medical
Ministry, 304)

The medical missionary work is a door through which
the truth is to find entrance to many homes in the cities.
(Counsels on Health, 556)
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“Henceforth medical missionary work is to be carried for-
ward with an earnestness with which it has never yet been
carried. This work is the door through which the truth is
to find entrance to the large cities, and sanitariums are to
be established in many places” (Testimonies for the Church,
Vol. 9, 167)

In addition to these thoughts we also have the revelation that
soon there will be no work done in ministerial lines but medical mis-
sionary work (Counsels on Health, 533).

How can we prepare for medical missionary work? There are
training centers for medical missionary work in many countries.
For more information visit the website of Outpost Centers Interna-
tional (OCI) at www.outpostcenters.org where you will find a large
number of ministries that offer training of this kind. Additionally,
there are courses available online and at Wildwood and Uchee Pines.
However, if you are unable to attend these courses, God can train
you where you are if you enter and discipline yourself to His school.
I say this because this has been my personal experience, and it has
been wonderful. He is the great medical missionary and has no lim-
its to teach through His Holy Spirit. “He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:14).

“There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting
self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit
upon his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated to God.”
(Maranatha, 103)

“The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those
who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their
children” (The Acts of the Apostles, 50)

“To everyone who offers himself to the Lord for service,
withholding nothing, is given power for the attainment of
measureless results.” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, 30)

The Bible and the inspired books form the basis of the text books

that can help you train. Additionally, there are other books in the
section “Recommendation of Published Works” that may be useful.
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You can also contact the ministry LIGHT, a ministry that of-
fers medical-missionary training programs worldwide, in your
local area. The seminars are six months long. Their website is:
www.lightingtheworld.org.

The curriculum of the training course we offer at CMS, Mis-
sionary Health Center, Galeana, Mexico, can be helpful to get an
idea of the basic classes in missionary medical training, organic
agriculture, true education, music, Bible doctrines, house-to-house
children’s public evangelism, canvassing, preaching, basic principles
of anatomy and physiology, nutrition and management, healthy life-
style, health laws, hydrotherapy, massage, poultices, detoxification,
health-exposition, vegan cooking and bakery;, first aid, survival, etc.
In addition we offer a specific training program for families who
want to embrace full-time ministry that includes all of the above plus
other subjects. For more information visit the following page: www.
cmsmex.com and Facebook: Centro Misionero de Salud.

Being at a ministry you will also find opportunities to learn var-
ious trades such as carpentry, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, con-
struction, etc., which can be very useful in medical missionary work.

Remember also that the skills or experiences that God has al-
lowed us to obtain in the past can be of great blessing in a ministry
as new skills can also be incorporated, becoming a blessing for the
present and future as well.

“All improvements we make here of our mental powers, all
the high attainments we make in refining and elevating our-
selves by connecting closely with heaven, will be translated
with us, while if we dwarf our capabilities by inaction, if we
deteriorate our talents, which are susceptible of the highest
cultivation, we cannot in the better world redeem that past
neglect of self-culture, that great loss” (Manuscript Releases,
Vol. 9, 21)

“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to
walk, even as he walked.” (1 John 2:6)

“Workers—gospel medical missionaries—are needed now.

You cannot afford to spend years in preparation. Soon
doors now open to the truth will be forever closed. Carry
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the message now. Do not wait, allowing the enemy to take
possession of the fields now open before you. Let little com-
panies go forth to do the work to which Christ appointed
His disciples. Let them labor as evangelists, scattering our
publications and talking of the truth to those they meet. Let
them pray for the sick, ministering to their necessities, not
with drugs, but with natures remedies, and teaching them
how to regain health and avoid disease.” (Testimonies for the
Church, Vol. 9, 172)

“And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to
heal the sick” (Luke 9:2)
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Location: City and Country

“There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top
of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon:
and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth”
(Psalm 72:16)

quires a location. The house, business, school, church, etc.,

require the best location according to circumstances and
needs. There will always be more favorable locations than others,
depending on the intended purpose.

In the business world, there is a feasibility test which means a
test that should be performed at the designated location prior to the
assembly of a certain business. This test determines if the location is
the most convenient for the success of the company. Obviously, the
success of any business depends on several factors, and the location
can be one of them. To establish a family ministry there may be lo-
cations more favorable than others. Here are some aspects that can
help determine which place is best for the ministry.

Elijah was out of place fleeing from the location God had in
mind for him. “What are you doing here, Elijah?” was the question
God asked him several times (1 Kings 19:9, 13). Jonah was sent to
Nineveh, and he embarked for Tarshish (Jonah 1:2-3). Abraham was
instructed to go to Canaan, but he stayed in Haran for several years
and then went through Canaan south to Egypt, where God had not
called him to go (Genesis 11:31, 12:8-9). It is so easy for humans,
clouded by sin, to choose another place contrary to God’s plan. In
fact, our senses can deceive us especially when we want to please

T he location is a space always linked to man. Everything re-
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them. “A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire” (Proverbs
18:1). We can easily arrive at the conclusion that we don’t know what
place God has for us unless He shows it to us. Therefore, we should
seek entirely from Him in this respect. We are working for Him
anyways; He has the final say as to where we should be. Don’t you
think so?

There is no better place to be than in the center of God’s will,
whatever and wherever that may be. Humanly it may seem barren,
devoid of many things, or away from our friends and family, but it is
the best place to be, and we should never doubt the ongoing provi-
sion and protection of God.

When someone recommended that we start CMS (Missionary
Health Center) in Galeana, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, we felt the location
was pitiful and thought it would be the last place we would choose to
perform this type of work. But, we prayed for a while, and the more
we prayed the greater the conviction was that this was where God
wanted us: in the semi-desert with rocky, bare hills, and its many
shortcomings. Thousands of people have come through and have
been greatly blessed to His honor and glory.

Many blessings can be missed by being impatient in the place
we are and heading south where God has not called us. It is worth
remembering, however, that God is a God of love and mercy. Elijah
had to walk forty days and forty nights with one meal up to Mount
Horeb. Jonah had to be thrown overboard and spend a very private
three days inside of a fish before he was willing to head for Nineveh.
When Abraham went south to Egypt, God never abandoned him.
He was patient with him and helped him head back where he should
have been. He even blessed him abundantly in the process.

However, Abraham had to mobilize many people, animals, and
equipment, and the time spent was wasted. He ended up lying and
putting his life in danger. God used this situation to teach Abraham
to hear His voice better and to trust Him more. Being from a family
of idolaters (Joshua 24:2), Abraham did not have the privilege that
his son Isaac had. Isaac more easily heard the voice of God when
he was about to do something similar: “Go not down into Egypt”
(Genesis 26:2).

Our life of selfless service to God can help our children in many
ways, but especially to know and hear more clearly the voice of God.
Many parents refuse the idea of dedicating their lives to serving God
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full time because they yearn to leave their children material goods
and pleasures at the expense of being able to leave a knowledge of
God which will help them make the right decisions in their lives. Al-
though material things are not wrong in themselves, what good will
they be if we cannot hear the voice of our heavenly Father guiding us
even after our earthly parents go to rest? We need humility to silence
the voice of self and to hear the voice of God.

For the most part, we must have a clear call in order to better
identify where we will be working. On one hand, it seems that Abra-
ham had a very clear the call about the location although both were
described in parallel (Genesis 12:1-2). On the other hand, while ad-
vancing to the right place, God was confirming, establishing, and
expanding the call. We should never limit what God may be calling
us to do.

Of course, faith plays an important role in identifying the loca-
tion. “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out,
not knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8, NKJV). We must,
however, be careful with this text that can be used by some people
with great zeal and without a defined called, wandering from one
place to another, bringing reproach upon the cause of faith. The high
expectations of the place should not be part of our baggage, because
we could be disappointed. The fact that Christ had a life of sacrifice
and humility should be present in our consciousness all the time.

While we may hurry to choose one place and then regret having
done so, God in His mercy wants us to wait patiently for Him with
faith, fasting, and much prayer. In addition to that, as we study the
Bible, God’s providence will confirm the place.

Often times God leads us to the right place, but we quickly aban-
don it because it is a place God has chosen to refine our character.
Many times I have told people visiting CMS that the greatest blessing
they can have as evidence is precisely that they are having constant
conflicts. If with humility and patience these trials are successfully
overcome, you would receive many blessings, blessings that you may
attempt to find in another place but without results.

Leaving the place God has chosen and avoiding the process of
being refined only delays the work of God in our heart. Remember,
what God desires the most is the transformation of our heart, even
more than the ministry you may be involved with. “My son, give
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me thine heart” (Proverbs 23:26). The location of our hearts in His
hands is more important to God than our hands in ministry. The
clock is ticking, and we must not procrastinate but hasten the com-
ing of our Lord. “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).

While God can lead us to a new place, He may also want us in
the place we already are. The apostle Paul was told to start in Da-
mascus, the city where he was (Acts 9:19). In either case, remember
that while the call is being confirmed as part of our training, we
could already be in established institutions or ministries and sup-
port them for a while. God may be calling an individual or a family
to support a ministry that has already started rather than initiate
one themselves.

To start a ministry can be relatively easy compared with what
it takes to maintain one. There are many ministries which receive
little or no help that, if they had help, could benefit God’s work more
than the start of a new ministry. After all, what matters is that we are
where God wants us to be, working for Him, and where He may be
working more favorably in our hearts.

Whether to work in the cities or in rural areas living in the coun-
try is a question answered by what is the most suitable according to
God’s counsel. The emphasis on this aspect is often stressed by the
Spirit of Prophecy. I only will mention a few quotes among the many.
Remember that God wants to take us back to Eden in many respects.
Besides diet, country living will provide great blessings for our fam-
ilies, not diminishing that the restoration of character and service is
the most important to God.

“Out of the cities, is my message at this time. Be assured that
the call is for our people to locate miles away from the large
cities. ... The Lord calls for His people to locate away from
the cities, for in such an hour as ye think not, fire and brim-
stone will be rained from heaven upon these cities” (Last
Days Events, 95)

“O that God’s people had a sense of the impending destruc-

tion of thousands of cities, now almost given to idolatry!”
(Ibid., 111)
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“Light has been given me that the cities will be filled with
confusion, violence, and crime, and that these things will
increase till the end of this earth’s history” ( Ibid., 110)

“It is not God’s will that His people shall settle in the cities,
where there is constant turmoil and confusion. Their chil-
dren should be spared this, for the whole system is demoral-
ized by the hurry and rush and noise”” (Ibid., 98)

“There is not one family in a hundred who will be improved
physically, mentally, or spiritually, by residing in the city”
(Ibid., 98)

“Again and again the Lord has instructed that our people are
to take their families away from the cities, into the country,
where they can raise their own provisions, for in the future
the problem of buying and selling will be a very serious one.”
(Ibid., 99)

Fear or panic should not be our motivation when making this
decision, but rather a consideration of the benefits and the obvious
counsel of God.

THE WORK IN THE CITIES

“In preparation for the coming of our Lord, we are to do a
large work in the great cities. We have a solemn testimony to
bear in these great centers” (Ibid., 118)

In these major business centers, there is much work to do before
it’s too late. But remember that God’s plan is that we live not in cities
but outside them.

As God’s commandment-keeping people we must leave the
cities. As did Enoch, we must work in the cities but not dwell

in them.” (Ibid., 96)

“The cities are to be worked from outposts. Said the mes-
senger of God, ‘Shall not the cities be warned? Yes, not by
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God’s people living in them but by their visiting them, to
warn them of what is coming upon the earth!” (Ibid., 96)

However, for those who are very attuned to the work of the
city, who will find it difficult for now to be located in the country,
they should seek the suburbs or more green areas and tree-lined,
quiet places.

“Whenever possible, it is the duty of parents to make homes
in the country for their children” ( Ibid., 118)

For those which have to live in cities for a longer time, the
ministry should be well defined to avoid falling into the secu-
lar way of life that is lived in a city, such as entertainment, debts,
distractions, etc.

Several workers in the church organization who are close friends
have told me how difficult, if not impossible, it is to maintain in
practice the principles of a quiet, spiritual life, due to the strong
secular environment they are close to. Amid the bustle, crime, inse-
curity, injustices, temptations of all kinds, etc. they, and especially
their families, have been affected in physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual, and family issues. Special efforts should be made by the
organization to provide a more favorable living environment for
its workers.

“For the present, some will be obliged to labor in Chicago,
but these should be preparing working centers in rural dis-
tricts from which to work the city. The Lord would have His
people looking about them and securing humble, inexpen-
sive places as centers for their work. And from time to time
larger places will come to their notice, which they will be
able to secure at a surprisingly low price” (Ibid., 96)

It would be interesting to see the results of a church conference
that dares to implement this divine advice, and keep their workers in
more favorable areas to do the work in cities. In fact, I think it would
impact society. Perhaps, we would give more importance to this as-
pect if another denomination were doing it.

Lot’s family ministry experience gives us many lessons.
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“Lot could have preserved his family from many evils had he
not made his home in this wicked, polluted city. All that Lot
and his family did in Sodom could have been done by them
even if they had lived in a place some distance away from the
city” (Ibid., 96)

There are many ministries that can be performed in the city
and can be summarized in the work of centers of influence such as
restaurants, bookstores, bakeries, community service centers, shel-
ters, cooking classes, schools', health food stores, natural therapies,
health care, Bible courses, canvassing, and small groups.

COUNTRY

“I urge our people to make it their lifework to seek for spir-
ituality. Christ is at the door. This is why I say to our peo-
ple, ‘Do not consider it a privation when you are called to
leave the cities and move out into the country places. Here
there await rich blessings for those who will grasp them. By
beholding the scenes of nature, the works of the Creator,
by studying God’s handiwork, imperceptibly you will be
changed into the same image.” (Ibid., 97)

“Parents flock with their families to the cities because they
fancy it easier to obtain a livelihood there than in the coun-
try. The children, having nothing to do when not in school,
obtain a street education. From evil associates they acquire
habits of vice and dissipation.” (Ibid., 97)

“The Lord desires His people to move into the country,
where they can settle on the land, and raise their own fruit
and vegetables, and where their children can be brought in
direct contact with the works of God in nature. Take your
families away from the cities, is my message.” (Ibid., 99)

1 The advice for the location of schools generally is in the countryside
or rural areas, but in the book Last Days Events, p. 119, it mentions the
need for church schools in the city for the children of those who are
unable to leave the cities.
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To live in the country once God has confirmed it to be His will
should demand of us certain precautions in order not to give place
to the enemy. As we look for land, we must ensure inasmuch as pos-
sible that we find fertile soil with a source of water and easy access,
good neighborhood, fruit trees, etc. However, we should wait on the
Lord with prayer because He may have a piece of land with none of
the above that is just perfect for us because it is the will of God. It is
important, also, to consider the education of children, supporting
source, and a well-defined mission and ministry to develop.

In some cases, it is convenient for a family that is accustomed to
living in the city to gradually get used to the country instead of go-
ing there immediately. This can be accomplished with periodic short
trips for some time to the country, but also, joining a ministry in a
country setting can be very helpful. Remember that the best recipe
for getting used to a new place is to have the presence of Christ and
His guidance.

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
(Philippians 4:13)

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me” (Galatians 2:20)

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.” (Philippians 4:6)
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CHAPTER 5

Organization: Management and Business

“Let all things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians
14:40)

something. A family run ministry is no exception. It can be
structured either as an informal or formal organization.

An informal structure could be a family run ministry that is
family owned and operated, in which the family owns the property,
the assets of the ministry, and pays some kind of wage to those who
help the ministry, and/or may have volunteers who offer to work
without pay.

But a family run ministry may also be structured formally with
some kind of legal incorporation. For example:

Q s with everything in life, there is more than one way to do

Non-profit

A. A family-run ministry with a government-approved
non-profit or charitable foundation status. In this formal
structure, the organization is required by law to have a
board of directors in which the family cannot be the major-
ity. Also, all assets of the organization must be owned by the
organization, not the family.

B. A family-run ministry which, as above, is a non-profit or-
ganization or charitable foundation. It may start out with
a small board of directors as described above, but if the
ministry grows and adds numerous services or educational
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training, eventually it may be in the ministry’s best inter-
est to expand the board with additional individuals. Those
individuals should be comprised of both those who serve
in the ministry as well as those who may not work at the
ministry but have valuable experience that would be use-
ful to the ministry. A good example of this would be Uchee
Pines Health Institute in Seale, Alabama. While the ministry
started as a family-run ministry for its first couple of years, it
grew in staff and services so that they felt the need to have a
formal business manager, an administrator, and director of
education. The family, at this point, willingly expanded their
board from about five to twenty members, and went from
being a family run ministry to a self-supporting institution.

Each ministry must be well organized. God is a God of order,
and if we are to perform a work for Him, it should be done with
order. John 3:8 tells us that we do not know where the wind blows
from and where it goes, but let's remember that the Holy Spirit does
know. Some take this text as justification to work in any which way,
but the truth is that many times this method brings shame to the
cause of God. It is true that many times we do not understand what
Providence is wanting to do in us or through us, and in these cases
we must be in prayer, in tune with God on what has been clear about
His will. We must be patient and active in His service. In due time,
God will show us what we need to know if we are waiting on Him.
The Holy Spirit does not work adrift without knowing where to go.
He knows all things and expects us to be ready to receive the rich
revelations that God has for us so we can work well with conviction
and intelligence. “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye can-
not bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth” (John 16:12-13).

There may be situations, mostly at the beginning of a ministry,
when either because zeal, inexperience, or other reasons, we are
where things are not in the order or organized as they should be.
However, this is not the way we should continue. Someone may say,
But God has blessed us so far as we have been working. Most likely
yes, because we have a patient God of love and mercy, but that does
not mean that He does not want us to be organized in the best way
possible. Remember also that there are situations more favorable
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than others in which it may be easier or faster to achieve a good
organization, and we must, therefore, be careful not to hastily judge
some other ministry. Culture can also be a factor involved in how
quickly we achieve that order and organization which God desires.
Thank God He left us universal advice and guidelines in His Holy
Word and the Spirit of Prophecy that reach beyond traditions, cul-
tures, and inclinations. For example, Ecclesiastes 2:21 tells us, “For
there is a man whose labor is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in
equity.” This advice is applicable to any culture.

God is not limited to a single way of working or a single form of
organization for families who want to start a ministry. Especially as
we near the end, there will be more diversity in the ways in which
God will organize family ministries. However, let’s look at one way in
which an organization can perform at the present time where society
wants to see transparency, project organization, and management in
the best way possible. For example, a donor will be more confident
giving his resources to a nonprofit organization for a health program
than to an individual who has developed the same health program.

The enemy of all good may induce a person or family who has
the best intentions of serving God to use resources donated for a
particular purpose for the personal enrichment of the person, or for
family emergencies. However, when the person or family has formed
a nonprofit organization or foundation, this helps protect them from
falling into such a situation since both active and fixed assets would
be under the organization’s name. Likewise, if there be any eventu-
ality or accident of some kind in the ministry, disputes would in the
first instance be against the organization and not against the indi-
vidual or family. Besides this, there are other advantages when the
ministry is organized as a nonprofit or a foundation.

If the family already has a business, it can still open a nonprof-
it organization in addition for the operation of a specific ministry.
Some people tend to criticize others who have successful businesses
and are dedicated to the work of God. Remember that there is noth-
ing wrong with having a prosperous business that is approved by
God. The problem is the love we can concentrate on material things.
What’s more, one of Satan’s strategies is to divert, as far as possible,
financial resources from the children of God, because he knows all
the good that can be done for the advancement of the work of God.
It would be well that more dedicated Christians serving God have
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thriving businesses. The organization ASI (Adventist-laymens Ser-
vices and Industries) is a good illustration of Christian laymen, pro-
fessionals, and industries dedicating their businesses or professions
and services to the advancement of God’s work.

At the beginning a ministry need not involve a large number of
members on the board of the organization or foundation. The min-
imum normally required to establish an organization is three mem-
bers: president, secretary, and treasurer. Additionally, you can also
have two other members for a total of five members. If the ministry
is expanding, it may be appropriate to add two more members later
and so on. Remember that a board with too many members can be
counterproductive.

In the election of board members we must be careful. We want
to have members who have experience in the areas that predominate
in the ministry and are in tune with the philosophy of the ministry.
For example, if the ministry is geared to health, search for people in
this field who have a missionary spirit and share the same philos-
ophy. It is always good to have individuals on the board who have
experience in administrative and spiritual aspects as well. There are
people who can further assist with their time, expertise and resourc-
es and who are a great blessing.

These board members need not be involved in all aspects and
details of the daily activities of the ministry, but they can provide
valuable ideas for the development of different areas of the ministry.

If several families wish to establish a particular ministry, one
should be chosen as the Director, who can also be part of the board.
Others may have positions in the ministry without necessarily be-
longing to the board.

You may also want to invite leaders from the organized church
who are able and sympathetic to the work to be performed to join
the board of the organization.

Interestingly, Ellen White participated in the formation of the
board of Madison, a self-supporting institution. Let’s read the record:

“When the work for the new school was organized, Ellen
White accepted an invitation to serve on the board of direc-
tors—the only time she ever served in such a capacity. She
watched the developments at Madison with deep interest.”
(Woman of Vision, 454)
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There are other types of organizations that vary according to the
laws of the government or by the nature of the ministry to be devel-
oped. God is not limited to a single way of working. There are fami-
lies who establish an association or foundation built only with family
members. Others simply operate the ministry without any kind of
formalized organization. Remember that God calls us, and He has
plenty of ways to organize and develop a ministry. But keep in mind
that we must observe the laws of the government and not fall into a
situation where we bring reproach upon the cause of God by neglect
and lack of foresight. Eventually, the laws of governments will op-
pose the divine principles, and we need to pray to God for prudence
and wisdom in how to carry out the ministry to which we are called.

A well-established principle from heaven which facilitates the
progress of the work and the manifestation of God’s power is sim-
plicity. As soon as we move away from simplicity, the power is gone.
God leads His people to depend on Him by submission. Magnifi-
cent! Praise be to God!

If you wish to conduct a family ministry in an informal wayj it
should be done in a clear and organized manner. The vision, mis-
sion, and agreements must be clearly stated in writing. Someone
talking about family situations in a commercial setting said if you
cannot dismiss a family member from work, do not hire him or her.
This may well be applied to the ministry also, because sometimes
the ministry may be joined by family or friends who can eventually
harm the Lord’s work.

When a new member joins the team, or even a client or stu-
dent comes to obtain services from the ministry, they would benefit
from knowing how the ministry is organized and what the vision,
mission, and objectives of the ministry are. Once the vision is estab-
lished it will facilitate the setting of the mission. We understand as
a part of the vision the place where we want to go and the mission
points in between to get there. Vision is the ideal to be achieved in
the whole journey, and mission is the activities that will be done on
a daily basis.

While we should have a clearly established and definite course,
we must also be open to changes that Providence wishes to develop
along the way. However, let’s be careful that by doing so, we do not
give a poor representation of a divine ministry by changing here and
there, starting a broad spectrum of things, and accomplishing only
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some of them. In our experience, we started many things and they
were all good, but then we had to remove excess items so we could
focus on what we were really called to do. Even though we obtained
some experience in several good things, we also wore ourselves out.
We were distracted and ended up delaying God’s plan for us and
for the ministry. Also, we neglected our own family in certain areas
because we were overloaded with work. Much of this work consisted
of many good things for which there is positive divine counsel but
that God had not called us to do. There are many good things to do,
many places to be, but the importing thing is what God wants us to
do, and where He wants us to be.

In the organization of a ministry, there are concepts known in
the marketplace that can be integrated and they may be good, but
above all, we need to pray without ceasing, fast, and daily study the
Bible and inspired counsels. We should not be following the dic-
tates of our heart because that is misleading more than anything else
(Jeremiah 17:9). Prayer, study of the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy,
and submission to God must be present in order for the Holy Spirit
to lead.

The advice on time is very pleasing. There are people with ex-
perience whom God can use to help us avoid unnecessary mistakes,
“but in the multitude of counselors there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14,
NKJV). “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hear-
keneth unto counsel is wise” (Proverbs 12:15)”If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5).

ADMINISTRATION

“There is no branch of legitimate business for which the
Bible does not afford an essential preparation. Its principles
of diligence, honesty, thrift, temperance, and purity are the
secret of true success.” (Education, 135)

The psalmist’s words, “The law of Thy mouth is better unto me
than thousands of gold and silver” (Psalm 119:72), indicates truth
from more than a religious point of view. They state an absolute
truth that is recognized in the business world. Even in this age of
passion for money getting, when competition is harsh and methods
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are unscrupulous, it is still widely acknowledged that for a young
man starting in life, integrity, diligence, temperance, purity, and
thrift constitute a better capital than any amount of mere money.
Yet even among those who appreciate the value of these qualities
and acknowledge the Bible as their source, there are but a few who
recognize the principles upon which they depend.

“That which lies at the foundation of business integrity and
of true success is the recognition of God’s ownership. The
Creator of all things, He is the original proprietor. We are
His stewards. All that we have is a trust from Him, to be
used according to His direction.” (Education, 137)

To every man is given his work (Mark 13:34), the work for which
his capabilities adapt him, the work which will result in greatest good
to himself and to his fellow men, and in greatest honor to God.

“Thus our business or calling is a part of God’s great plan,
and, so long as it is conducted in accordance with His will,
He Himself is responsible for the results. Laborers together
with God (1 Corinthians 3:9), our part is faithful compli-
ance with His directions. Thus there is no place for anxious
care. Diligence, fidelity, caretaking, thrift, and discretion
are called for. Every faculty is to be exercised to its high-
est capacity. But the dependence will be, not on the suc-
cessful outcome of our efforts, but on the promise of God.
The word that fed Israel in the desert, and sustained Elijah
through the time of famine, has the same power today. Be
not therefore anxious (R.V.), saying, What shall we eat? or,
What shall we drink? ... Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. (Matthew 6:31-33)” (Ibid., 138)

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

“He who gives men power to get wealth has with the gift
bound up an obligation. Of all that we acquire He claims
a specified portion. The tithe is the Lord’s. ‘All the tithe of
the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of
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the tree,... the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, ... shall be
holy unto the Lord’ (Leviticus 27:30, 32). The pledge made
by Jacob at Bethel shows the extent of the obligation. “Of all
that Thou shalt give me,” he said, “I will surely give the tenth
unto Thee.” (Genesis 28:22)” (Ibid., 138)

“‘Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse’ (Malachi 3:10),
is God’s command. No appeal is made to gratitude or to gen-
erosity. This is a matter of simple honesty. The tithe is the
Lord’s; and He bids us return to Him that which is His own.”
(Ibid., 138)

As members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, we should
provide support with our tithes and offerings so the work will go
further worldwide.

“It is required in stewards, ‘that a man be found faithful’
(1 Corinthians 4:2). If honesty is an essential principle of
business life, must we not recognize our obligation to God—
the obligation that underlies every other?” (Ibid., 139)

Offerings have no limits, as tithing has. Tithing is returning
what belongs to God, but the offering is a volunteer act of gratitude
to God. This means we can provide not only the minimum, but we
can enlarge our freewill offering to ten, twenty, thirty, or fifty percent
of our earnings. There is no limit on the offering.

The first fruits are also biblical and not only is such an offering
an act of gratitude to God, but also of consecration or dedication of
the revenue sources that God gives us. Our first fruits are when we
have our first harvest, our first sale in a new business, or the first sale
of the year, etc., we render to God an offering of gratitude in recog-
nition of Him as the Provider and Sovereign of the universe. As we
give this offering, we may also rededicate our lives and business to
Him as well.

ACCOUNTING

Proper accounting stands as a part of good administration. Ac-
counting is not only an indicator to see how finances are doing,
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which brings valuable benefits, but is also part of the order that
God expects us to exercise. Our accounting should be diligently
maintained and ready for review by a donor, a board member, or a
qualified and authorized person or organization. If kept up to date,
accounting is manageable. Sometimes, by overwork and/or lack of
staff, accounting is neglected only to be an additional and accu-
mulated burden that can harm us in one or more ways. If we can-
not maintain accounts, we should seek help and, if necessary, pay
for it in order that the accounting will be done. However, in many
cases, accounting lingers when we could have been taken care of
it by ourselves, simply because we do not give it the importance
we should.

One of the great blessings of keeping accounts up to date is
knowing how much tithe we must return to the Lord and the of-
ferings we can give. Failure in this point and in managing business
industry as a real business could be two major factors why many
ministries can barely be sustained and rarely have sufficient resourc-
es. Other factors may be to strengthen our faith, keep us humble,
and build our character. However, God has wonderful promises and
blesses widely when we manifest our faithfulness in tithes and offer-
ings as individuals and as a family ministry.

Abraham, not only as a great leader of the faith, but also as the
leader of a family ministry gave tithes of all. “And he gave him tithes
of all” (Genesis 14:20). He must have kept his accounts well to be
able to do this. Many ministries could receive many more blessings
if they had good and timely accounting.

Also, knowing how much we are generating and how many ex-
penses we have can help us immensely in the true support of the
ministry. We can make changes, cuts, and specific efforts according
to the data which the accounts give us.

Let’s remember that God expects us to treat the finance and in-
dustries with importance. The numbers and accounts must be exact
and the better we do the bookkeeping, the better we can diagnose
the company. But we also need to be careful not to want to keep
accounts beyond our reach and ability to the point that we cannot
move forward; for example, details of one department as compared
with another, etc. In certain circumstances we must settle for a basic
accounting, especially when starting the ministry, and as we grow
then provide more adequate accounts as demanded.
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MANAGING OTHER RESOURCES

Use resources. Providing good accounting and faithfully re-
turning tithes and offerings does not necessarily mean that we have
a good administration, but that is definitely part of it. We should an-
alyze and use every resource that is placed within our reach. While
studying a subject, we should not be satisfied until all factors are
carefully analyzed.

We can often be struggling to generate revenue while neglecting
outflows or expenses that may be small but eventually may repre-
sent an unnecessary bleeding of funds. Some people are naturally
good managers, others need to develop this aspect. It is important
to identify where we are in order to be aware and ensure proper
development.

Loans and debts. Although loans can be considered as resourc-
es or assets in the business world, it is important to consider what the
Bible says about them.

“For the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee:
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not
borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they
shall not reign over thee” (Deuteronomy 15:6)

“The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure ... to bless
all the work of thine hand ... and thou shalt not borrow.
And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail ... if
that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy
God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do
them?” (Deuteronomy 28:12-13)

“The borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7)

Clearly, the Bible advises us that we should stay away from debts.
Many people are tied up at precisely this point and cannot do much
in the Lord’s work. The book Counsels on Stewardship further ad-
vises, “God does not want His work to be continually embarrassed
with debt” (p. 266). “Keep within bounds. Shun the incurring of debt
as you would shun leprosy” (Ibid., 272). This requires strict disci-
pline and also an efficient control for keeping expenses in relation
with income.
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“Many, very many, have not so educated themselves that
they can keep their expenditures within the limit of their
income. They do not learn to adapt themselves to circum-
stances, and they borrow and borrow again and again, and
become overwhelmed in debt, and consequently they be-
come discouraged and disheartened.” (Ibid., 249)

Whether we are working as a ministry or not, we ought to
prioritize getting out of debt. “Render therefore to all their dues”
(Romans 13:7), especially if we are paying high interest. There are
various tips that can help us get out of debt, I just want to mention
a few of them:

1. Make a budget so you know what you can spend.
2. Eliminate most, if not all, credit cards.

3. Start paying off the small amounts and get them out of the
way.

4. Try to re-finance high interest debts for lower interest rates.

Prioritize paying those with higher interest to get them out
of the way.

6. Sell something you don’t essentially need and pay oft debt.

If you need to generate income and don’t know how, take God’s
advice to Moses: “What is that in thine hand?” (Exodus 4:2). Also
inspired by God, the wise Solomon said “Whatsoever thy hand fin-
deth to do, do it with thy might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Don't hesitate
to do something God has approved that you can easily do. Don't
wait for something spectacular to happen in order to generate large
amounts money.

God will give us the output if we trust Him, love Him, and obey
His commands. “Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God,
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that
love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations”
(Deuteronomy 7:9).

Remember also that we have a God bigger than any financial
situation that we may have. “For the Lord is a great God, and a great
King above all gods” (Psalm 95:3).

Time as a valuable resource can be underestimated by some in
ministries or people who work for the ministry. There are brethren
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or family members well consecrated to the Lord who don’t know
what time means commercially and should be taught by word and
precept. For example: the development of a product, cleaning a
room, preparing a meal, preparing the land for sowing, planting
seed, transferring data from receipts to account books which takes
longer than it should implies greater cost to the ministry and is a
waste. The development of a book that takes a day longer than it
should incurs an additional cost for printing and for the product.

Unfortunately, in the Christian world, often we disassociate sur-
render and consecration to God from efficiency in commercial mat-
ters. For some it is easy to think that since they are in a ministry, they
can do things in eternal time frame and walk as in the clouds.

It is important that the person who comes to work in a ministry
is clearly informed of the place that time has in performing duties.
Specify the starting time and ending time of the duties. That time
must be used explicitly for the work of ministry and not as personal
time. Even the signing of an agreement of the time issues involved
can help avoid misunderstandings later. If we do not have the fore-
sight to speak clearly of what is expected in a job, we should not have
high expectations regarding performance. In many cases, anticipat-
ing and defining the time frame in which certain work should be
done will help everyone involved.

Self-ownership in ministry is often an issue. We define
self-ownership when someone takes what does not belong to them
to use for personal purposes without authorization. This happens
not only with time, but frequently with material objects. Often
someone sees something that is not in use or doesn’'t appear to have
an owner. Since he can use it, he takes it without asking permission
and then serious consequences may result. Some people think that
things belong to whoever needs them, but this philosophy has no
basis. We should respect the time, resources, and materials that a
ministry has.

In some cases, objects may be deteriorating from lack of use. In
this case, we can talk to the proper person and request permission
to use it. But in any case, we must respect the belongings of others
and of the ministry. Remember that when we use work time or ob-
jects for personal business without permission this is indeed steal-
ing. Good use of resources by the administration as well as effective
communication can help greatly reduce such cases.
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Human resources can actually be the best assets of a ministry or
a business. If not managed properly, the individual can be deprived
of effective growth and the ministry also may suffer in supporting a
person who is not productive. Usually in a business if someone is not
productive, he or she will not last long as an employee. In the minis-
try there should be a balance. While on one hand we want to develop
and promote the spiritual, on the other hand, administrative issues
cannot be neglected. Good management principles have a divine or-
igin. A truly spiritual person who is not productive can hinder the
development of the ministry or limit the work that can be done for
the good of the community.

Similarly if a person is very productive but is not spiritual, he
can harm and limit what God can do through the ministry. For some
reason many people find it difficult to maintain this balance and be
aware of the importance of both aspects. Some people have devel-
oped one of these aspects more than the other but are willing to de-
velop the other side if you help them properly. Here management
plays a very important role in that development, because if there
is willingness on both sides, patience, prudence, and respect along
with fervent prayer, honor and glory can be brought to God by an
individual and a ministry developing both aspects properly.

Now, regardless of whether the person who is in the ministry
has this balance or not, we should care for these resources. In our
experience, sometimes due to overwork, we have not provided the
necessary care needed by people who are in ministry. To fellowship
with them, spend time with them, and know them better are aspects
that can enrich the work God wants to develop in people and min-
istry. On the other hand, we must be careful that in fellowshipping
we do not fall to the extreme whereby no achievements to ministrys
objectives are obtained and things are done superficially. As in all we
must have a balance.

While we are on the subject of human resources we must men-
tion the importance of preserving the physical, mental, and spiritual
health. We can often fall into a pattern of working with unnecessary
wear. While we must work and toil away in the Lord’s work, we must
be careful not to put others and our families in a position where
their health is compromised in any aspect. The enemy is very cun-
ning and can take advantage of our zeal and inexperience to retire
us sooner than God intends. Good nutrition, exercise, and rest along
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with the other laws of health should be encouraged in our ministries.
Good health should be maintained to give better service to God and
our neighbor.

Mental and emotional health and their development should
be encouraged for all those involved in ministry regardless of age.
Taking the time to find out people’s needs can be of great value for
all. Often people are integrated into a ministry and stopped in their
intellectual development. We should foster an environment for this
development as far as circumstances permit. There is much to learn
and develop for the honor and glory of God.

If we neglect our spiritual health, a red light should alert us and
refocus our priorities. If we have no time to pray properly and be in
communion with God, we are probably too busy, and we must make
changes that help us. Our minds need to contemplate the great sacri-
fice that was made for us. We need to have a relationship with Jesus,
alive and vibrant at every step.

A character in the likeness of God is ultimately what God wants
to develop in each of His children, and the work with its challenges
in ministry are a means to achieve this character. We should always
remember this.

SUSTAINABILITY (SUPPORT MEANS)

“He who has bidden His followers go into all parts of the
world will sustain every laborer who in obedience to His
command seeks to proclaim His message. (The Acts of the
Apostles, 357)

As a family counts on a business that provides for their support,
we must be careful not to quickly dismiss this aspect on the grounds
that we want to start a ministry. Sometimes this can be rushed and/
or be contrary to God’s plan. We must pray, fast, study the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy, seek advice from trustworthy and experi-
enced people, and wait on God. God will show and confirm to all
who trust and wait on Him.

Many ministries that could generate income from the family
business do not do it or do it poorly. They limit themselves by only
waiting on donations or move forward very slowly. The means of
support is one aspect that should be prayerfully considered before
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starting a family ministry. God asked Moses, “What is that in your
hand?” (Exodus 4:2, NIV). God has given certain gifts and experi-
ences to each one, and often these are the same means God wants
us to use for the support of the ministry. Although the business or
industry may be different than the previous one, these gifts and ex-
periences, with God’s blessing, may be enough to help generate in-
come for the work.

When we are talking about generating revenue for the ministry,
it is important not to lose the way and fall into the temptation of
generating income just for personal use to the point that we lose the
divine purpose. Moreover, remember what the apostle Paul said in
1 Timothy 5:18, “For the scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the
ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his re-
ward,” meaning God will provide for each of our needs through the
ministry when we are dedicated to it full time. But we must be care-
ful not to end up developing a company or industry that consumes
all our time and energy to the point that we have no time to develop
the ministry and, even worse, to neglect our relationship with God.
Often when there is some kind of prosperity, the heart is strongly
tempted to change course. “The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). Because
of this, God in His mercy does not allow some people or ministries
to prosper financially, for if they did, they would fall away from the
divine path risking their souls to eternal loss.

God blesses and He is glad when the means of support for a
family ministry tend to benefit and elevate humanity, not destroy
it. Obviously, God does not approve any business that promotes or
induces people to acquire vices, addictions, etc. Medical mission-
ary work provides practical tools for the support of a ministry. A
vegetarian restaurant, wholesome bakery, healthy living program,
massage program, publications, canvassing, and organic agriculture
programs are all examples of self-supporting endeavors.

Particularly when starting a ministry, often a brainstorm of ideas
arrives that could be implemented as a means of support, and they
may all be good and within the inspired counsel, but all these ideas
are not necessarily the will of God. In our experience, we adopted
many suggestions that came from the Spirit of Prophecy. Some sug-
gestions came from godly people, and other ideas came from our-
selves. In attempting to develop all or most of them, we experienced
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a difficult pilgrimage that wore us down as well as our family. We
finally concluded that we had to discard many things, concentrating
only on some, and accept the fact that it actually was not God’s plan
that we had such a variety of products or industries. We learned that
it is more effective to focus only on things that were more akin to the
call that God had placed on us.

Not only on this subject of sustainability but in all areas in a
ministry, we should seek as much as possible to develop an organiza-
tional plan in which all areas, activities, objectives, job descriptions,
etc., can be laid out on paper in order to help the continuity of the
development for those who are embracing it. This can be very help-
ful, but on the other hand, we don’t want to get so technical with this
plan as to prevent us from doing the very job God assigns us to do.

I cannot stress enough that while we must be aware of our abso-
lute dependence on God for our support, we should develop a busi-
ness mentality and also be a redeeming influence in our business en-
vironment. “Sharing Christ in the Marketplace” is the motto of ASI.
There will come a time when no one can buy or sell unless he has
the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:17). Before that time comes, we
should have the experience of total dependence on God, and until
that time, we must make efforts to generate revenue and be represen-
tatives of Christ’s influence in the business environment.

Among the traps of Satan against God’s people we find that one
of his objectives is to keep financial resources as far as possible from
them. Keep the money in our ranks, says the arch-deceiver, The more
resources they get, the more they can injure our kingdom. On the
other hand, in his cunning, Satan also wants to divert our lives with
money. Let them be more careful about the money than the support
of the kingdom of Christ are his instructions to his subjects. (See The
Great Controversy, Chapter 27, “Traps of Satan,” 1884 edition).

“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” (Mark 14:38)
“Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird

himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come
forth and serve them.” (Luke 12:37)
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Let’s read some interesting inspired quotes that give counsel for
the sustaining of the work:

“If the land is cultivated, it will, with the blessing of God,
supply our necessities.... With proper, intelligent cultiva-
tion the earth will yield its treasures for the benefit of man.
The mountains and hills are changing; the earth is waxing
old like a garment; but the blessing of God, which spreads
a table for His people in the wilderness, will never cease”
(Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6, 178)

“Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have minis-
tered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.”
(Acts 20:34)

“In many places self-supporting missionaries can work
successfully. It was as a self-supporting missionary that the
apostle Paul labored in spreading the knowledge of Christ
throughout the world.... Many today, if imbued with the
same spirit of self-sacrifice, could do a good work in a sim-
ilar way. ... Some can sustain themselves as canvassers; oth-
ers, like the apostle, can labor at some handicraft or in other
lines of effort” (The Ministry of Healing, 154)

The family ministry can be composed of one or more families
and can be a great blessing in establishing the sustainability of the
ministry if done according to counsel.

“If several families who could understand the situation
would move to these countries and engage in some busi-
ness in places where a few keeping the Sabbath, and do mis-
sionary work for Christ’s sake, I know that by personal labor
and holding a steady influence they could do much good”
(An Appeal for Self-supporting Laborers to Enter Unworked
Fields, 35)

“What a great amount of good might be done if some of

our brethren and sisters from America would come to these
colonies, as fruit growers, farmers, or merchants, and in the
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fear and love of God, would seek to win souls to the truth”
(Fundamentals of Christian Education, 212)

“Let farmers, financiers, builders, and those who are skilled
in various other crafts, go to neglected fields, to improve the
land, to establish industries, to prepare humble homes for
themselves, and to give their neighbors a knowledge of the
truth for this time.” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 9, 36)

DONATIONS

In sustaining a family ministry, donations also have their place.
These can be useful even when the ministry is generating revenue.
One of the objectives when generating revenue with some indus-
try is to be able to provide for the daily operations. Donations can
help with growth projects or other infrastructure. However, there
are ministries that by nature depend only on donations, and there is
little or nothing they can do to generate income with some industry.

In either case, we must consider some aspects that, due to ethics
and morals, are to be exercised. Donations, regardless of quantity,
must be handled with responsibility. The donor is within his rights
to ask for an accurate account of how resources were used. For this
we must make sure to have good accounting and to use the resources
in the way in which they were specifically designated. If, for some
unexpected reason, there must be a change in the use of the dona-
tion specifically designated for something, this should be done only
with the consent of the donor and only with very good justification.
Donations should be used with specific planning and promptness. A
report on how resources were used is required in some cases, how-
ever, the donor would appreciate having a report even if he has not
requested it.

Acknowledgements and thankfulness for donations either
in writing, a telephone call, or in person should be made as soon
as possible.

Many donors seek a tax deductible receipt for their tax returns.
For this we must have government permission to issue the receipt.
In the United States, non-profit organizations are now known as
501(c)(3) organizations. Procedures for acquiring this status vary
by country.
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There are also individuals and organizations dedicated to ad-
vising and training in this field, including fund-raising for various
projects and ministries.

In many countries, there are people and organizations who do
not know what to do with so much money. The cause of God can use
this situation seizing the opportunity with prayer, good planning,
and advice.

ADMINISTRATION IN THE LAST DAYS

As we approach the end, we should consider management hav-
ing in mind not only the difficult times that lie ahead—in the sense
that we cannot buy or sell unless we have the mark of the beast—but
also in the sense that things we see now will be destroyed. We need
much wisdom from above for simplicity in what we do, faith, and
willingness not to cling to material things while still working with
fervor as long as there is time. We have a wonderful and almighty
God; we can have no better partner. To the extent that we die to self,
God will give us discernment to do things in the best way according
to His divine providence. He may intervene even against our wishes,
and therefore, we must be patient and trust in His divine love.

The book of Proverbs and the rest of the Bible are full of valuable
administrative advice that we would do well to read. There is also a
useful management Bible guide manual that could be helpful, Stew-
ardship Bible Handbook by R. Eduardo Gomez.
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CHAPTER 6

Public Relations: Community,

Church, and Ministries

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another” (John 13:34-35).

e were created to have relationships. God is a God of re-
W lationships and He created us in His image and likeness.

Our relationship with Him should be our highest priority.
Often we neglect this relationship that is the foundation for all other
relationships. The relationship with the family follows in priority.
Out of this relationship, God’s purposes are fulfilled in the ministry
to which He has called us. We must not forget that the family must
be our first and most sacred ministry. However, it is important to
examine our relationships with other people in the ministry, com-
munity, church, and other ministries.

Members of the Family Ministry:

Whether the family ministry is limited only to family members
or other people join it, we must be very careful in the relationships
within the context of the ministry. Respect, efficient communica-
tion, and intercessory prayer for each member are part of our re-
sponsibility as leaders.

It is one thing to interact with people in the community, the
church, etc., but quite another to interact with those who are liv-
ing with us in a ministry. This represents a much more immediate
and local community than the general population. As we saw in
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the segment on management, human resources are something we
should work with and care for with prudence and wisdom.

There are times, however, when it seems to be impossible to in-
teract effectively due to the personality and character of a person.
This person may want to unite their efforts with us to hasten the
coming of the Lord, and may want to learn many things in order
to serve Him better. However, we must remember that we all have
different educational backgrounds and experiences acquired in dif-
ferent environments and cultures that have shaped the character of
each. Some have heavy, complicated baggage due to abuses and trag-
edies suffered in childhood or youth. Some are emotionally affected
by bonds have not been resolved. In many cases, they do not even
know the nature of their attitudes and disbelief.

The human mind is sensitive and complicated and we must be
extremely careful in dealing with it. Much wisdom and prayer are
necessary in order for the Holy Spirit to give the victory to all of us.
This I say to all, because sometimes we ourselves have some dys-
function or character trait that God desires to polish and refine. We
think the problem is the other persons, when in fact it is a blessing
that this difficult person is there because he or she may be the instru-
ment that God uses to refine our own characters.

Again and again we have seen this very situation with students
or workers who have developed in a difficult environment. They may
reject another person only to discover later that the difficult relation-
ship was the greatest blessing they ever had. Unfortunately, in some
cases, those involved choose the easy way out by leaving without
letting God achieve His polishing or character development. This
simply delays the work of God. In His mercy, wherever we go, God
will use other people or circumstances so the process resumes again.
When we avoid this polishing process, the work is hurt and one more
worker in God’s service goes without the ability God intended.

However, this does not mean that God ceases to work even with
those who choose to depart from the opportunity that Providence
has chosen for this process. God is patient and merciful to all. We
must trust in God’s promises and pray constantly for people who
join the ministry in any capacity. Once they are there let’s trust in the
following quote: And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose (Romans 8:28).
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Someone wrote, Everything that irritates us about others can
lead us to a deeper understanding of ourselves.

Home Environment: It is important that people who come to
work in the ministry have a home. While simple, it must also cover
basic needs and be functional. Sometimes by neglecting this point,
people do not last long though they practice sacrifice and humility.
Some may say, This work should be selfless and sacrificing. Even
our Lord did not have a pillow on which to lay His head. Remember,
however, that not everyone has the same experience or is able yet
to live up to the experience of our Lord. Were all going through a
process, and a person who is willing to endure some sacrifices is not
necessarily at a more superior level than others spiritually.

Clear and effective communication: This helps tremendously to
avoid problems with others. Put the cards on the table, with love,
when someone joins the ministry. In certain circumstances, it may
be best to sign agreements that help workers remember the condi-
tions of their membership in the ministry.

Coexistence and recreation: As a family these have a significant
place in the relations that makes up a ministry. Make it happen in
such a way that it will not hinder the maintenance of respect, ap-
pointed responsibilities, and the ministry mission.

Spiritual growth activities: These should be in accordance with
age and spiritual level and should be promoted to strengthen the
spirituality of the group. It was by personal contact and association
that Jesus trained His disciples (The Desire of Ages, 152).

Community.

One of God’s purposes in ministry is to get in touch with so-
ciety and be channels of blessing and light to it. Jesus began the
work of reformation by coming into close sympathy with humanity
(Ibid., 150).

To isolate ourselves from society whether we are in the city or in
a remote location gives no opportunity for God to use us. Obviously,
this relationship with the community should be planned strategi-
cally within a redemptive context. That is, the contact we have with
the community is not to participate in everything they do and see
their activities to the point of being influenced by them. Rather, we
should influence them, for example, through health programs which
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promote healthy lifestyles, rehabilitation, restaurants, bakeries, edu-
cational programs, community services, canvassing, evangelism, and
activities for children and younger people. When we are consistent
with heaven’s principles, the community learns to trust the family
ministry. This impacts the community as few things do. Whatever
we do for the good of the community, let’s do it in the most profes-
sional and representative way possible.

Since 1995, the circle of influence of our family ministry has in-
cluded being able to offer, by the grace of God, the following services:

Radio programs since 1997 twice a week at the government ra-
dio station that reaches more than sixty thousand people locally and
sometimes with links to the metropolitan area of Monterrey with a
potential audience of over 5 million people. Our talks on the radio
vary from health to education to values and family relationships.

Since we came to the area we have started a health food store
in town. Currently the community identifies it as Pro-health Zone.
It offers comprehensive services such as a bakery, a vegetarian
restaurant, food grains and food supplements for sale, a publica-
tions section, and natural therapies such as massage, hydrother-
apy, poultices, and spa service, as well as an area for fitness and
health. Family counseling is also offered. Each Monday health
lectures are provided for the community and the attendance is
increasing significantly.

On campus, which is outside of town, we have a healthy living
program, in which people come who wish to change their lifestyle,
lose and control their body weight, detox, and get anti-stress thera-
pies. These programs are also attended by people from other cities
and countries.

Before concluding their studies, students who come to take the
course for health missionaries should operate a practice of health
information and treatment and another one of public evangelism.
In these practices, a health school is established somewhere in the
community nearby where they teach which should include cooking
classes, massage, nutrition, healthy lifestyle, hydrotherapy, and dis-
ease prevention.

In the area of education, the community has been impacted by
a private, bilingual elementary and secondary school, where chil-
dren, youth, and parents have been exposed to a different type of
education, where values and the fear of God stand out along with
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extracurricular classes such as agriculture, music, and healthy food
preparation among others.

Additionally, thanks to the influence that God allowed us to
have in the community, we have now penetrated to the public ed-
ucation system through the health program of the North Mexican
Union, “I Want to Live Healthy” Over twenty-three public schools
have participated in this program in which students, parents, and
teachers have the opportunity to integrate healthy habits into their
lifestyle. For more information on these events please visit our Face-
book page: www.Facebook.com/centromisionerodesalud. Or watch
YouTube videos (www.youtube.com/centromisionerosalud).

The produce from our garden has also been a means of influ-
ence at the tables and businesses of the local community. Our whole-
some bread is not only recognized but demanded by the commu-
nity in marked contrast with the commercial breads available in
the markets.

The evangelism and the contact our students and staff have had
with the community through home Bible studies or in public events
continue to plant seeds of truth. Although many have sprouted and
borne fruit, more will in due time.

U.S. missionary groups have come to help us, and together we
have offered to the community: medical brigades, health-expos, En-
glish classes, etc. Institutions such as the University of Montemorelos
and others have come to help, and together we have been involved in
the delivery of provisions and clothing.

Thank God also that since 2004, the 3ABN channel was installed
in town and often we hear of people who are getting even more seeds
of truth and getting to know our God.

Recently the local county mayor asked us for a proposal for
the health department of the municipality in his new administra-
tion which we did, and we were very happy to feel the confidence of
the community as expressed in this request. Glory be to God who
is the one who makes all things work together for good for those
who love Him and are called according to His purposes. Praise the
Almighty God.

The good business relationships in the community are a tes-
timony while also creating jobs and income. The good reputation
in trade inspires confidence and also opens many doors. Following
these relationships we have seen several prominent merchants go to
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the waters of baptism and join the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Glory to God!

Centers of influence properly developed in the cities or rural
towns, with humility and obedience to divine principles, perse-
verance, and sacrifice can be divine forces for the advancement of
heavenly government that, without a doubt, will receive the amazing
grace and blessing of God.

Bible studies such as Share Him and New Beginnings are tools
that can be used effectively for individuals, small groups, or large
public events. Also abundant living health lectures are great to pres-
ent our health message.

The Organized church

“Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the
elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts”
(Joel 2:16)

“And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8)

A relationship with the church should be part of a family minis-
try or self-supporting ministry. While this can be challenging, with
humility, prudence, patience, and much prayer it can be achieved
and be a great blessing. God has a work to do in Jerusalem (the
church) and to the ends of the earth (the world).

As part of the local church, you could let the pastor and leaders
know that as a family you want to start a family ministry. Let them
know your intentions and activities so they know what the ministry
is all about and how they can help with their prayers, advice, or par-
ticipation. Sharing testimonies about how God is at work will praise
Him and keeps members and leaders aware of how the family min-
istry is being developed.

Whether you are starting a family ministry in the city or out of it
and you begin attending a new church, you should introduce your-
self to the leaders of that church and get to know the pastor, elders,
and members. Let them know your fervent intention to work for the
Lord and support the church. As is natural in any relationship, trust
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is developed over time, and you must be patient, persistent, humble,
and helpful. We should relate with the brothers and sisters in such
a way that they can see in us a true love for them and for perishing
souls. It can help build confidence in a new place if you bring a letter
of recommendation from the church where you come from. God
will open the way to earn the trust of members and leaders in a new
place as long as we allow ourselves to be used by God.

Remember that the church is made up of a group of believers
of which we are part. We are the church and therefore the church is
not perfect. We are not perfect. The only perfect one is Christ. Those
who are in positions of responsibility in a congregation or office are
not perfect. Often, mistakes are made on both sides and Satan tri-
umphs by creating distrust, dissension, and separation, obstructing
and delaying the work God wants to perform.

We have a privilege to be laborers together with God and have
divine counsel to do so:

“It is time that church members understood that everywhere
there is a work to be done in the Lord’s vineyard. No one is
to wait for a regular process before they make any efforts.
They should take up the work right where they are. There
should be many at work in what are called irregular lines.
If one hundred laborers would step out of the regular lines,
and take up self-sacrificing work, such as Brother Shireman
has done, souls would be won to the Lord. And the workers
would understand by experience what it means to be labor-
ers together with God”” (Spalding and Magan Collection, 195)

“Many fields ripe for the harvest have not yet been entered
because of our lack of self-sacrificing helpers. These fields
must be entered, and many laborers should go to them with
the expectation of bearing their own expenses.” (Testimonies
for the Church, Vol. 7, 254)

“If the lay members of the church will arouse to do the work
that they can do, going on a warfare at their own charges,
each seeing how much he can accomplish in winning souls
to Jesus, we shall see many leaving the ranks of Satan to
stand under the banner of Christ. If our people will act upon
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the light that is given in these few words of instruction, we
shall surely see of the salvation of God.” (Testimonies for the
Church, Vol. 8, 246)

In our experience, at first there was a lot of prejudice and resis-
tance from pastors and administrators from the local conference and
even more from the union conference itself. But with time, prayer,
patience, and perseverance, God has developed a better working en-
vironment for us. We receive great support from the North Mexi-
can Union even though changes of administrators happen now and
then. Some have supported us more than others but, in general, have
always been supportive and willing to work together with us as a
self-supporting family ministry. Besides the administrators, we deal
additionally with people in charge of the departmental ministries of
health, education, youth, and evangelism.

Recently we were given the opportunity to share with all the
pastors from the local conference the promotion of our course for
lay missionaries and were well received. Thankfully, unlike when we
started, a minority of pastors now have prejudice toward our min-
istry. We also work with other conferences and unions in different
programs of the medical missionary work. Thank God, it has been
an enriching and inspiring experience for us.

“The work of God in this earth can never be finished until
the men and women comprising our church membership
rally to the work, and unite their efforts with those of minis-
ters and church officers” (Christian Service, 68)

“My brethren, ministers and laymen, I have been shown
you must work in a different manner from what you have
been in the habit of working. Pride, envy, self-importance,
and unsanctified independence have marred your labors.”
(Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, 16)

“God is calling not only upon ministers, but also upon phy-
sicians, nurses, colporteurs, Bible workers, and other con-
secrated laymen of varied talent who have a knowledge of
the Word of God and who know the power of His grace, to
consider the needs of the unwarned cities. Time is rapidly
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passing, and there is much to be done. Every agency must
be set in operation, that present opportunities may be wisely
improved. (Evangelism, 533)

“The world is filled with strife for the supremacy. The spirit
of pulling away from fellow-laborers, the spirit of disorgani-
zation, is in the very air we breathe. By some, all efforts to
establish order are regarded as dangerous,—as a restriction
of personal liberty, and hence to be feared as popery. These
deceived souls regard it a virtue to boast of their freedom to
think and act independently. They declare that they will not
take any mans say-so; that they are amenable to no man. I
have been instructed that it is Satan’s special effort to lead
men to feel that God is pleased to have them choose their
own course, independent of the counsel of their brethren”
(Gospel Workers, 486)

“Some have advanced the thought that, as we near the close
of time, every child of God will act independently of any re-
ligious organization. But I have been instructed by the Lord
that in this work there is no such thing as every man’s be-
ing independent. The stars of heaven are all under law, each
influencing the other to do the will of God, yielding their
common obedience to the law that controls their action.
And, in order that the Lord’s work may advance healthfully
and solidly, His people must draw together. ...

“It is not a good sign when men refuse to unite with their
brethren and prefer to act alone.” (Testimonies for the Church,
Vol. 9, 258)

“Some workers pull with all the power that God has given
them, but they have not yet learned that they should not pull
alone. Instead of isolating themselves, let them draw in har-
mony with their fellow laborers. Unless they do this, their
activity will work at the wrong time and in the wrong way.
They will often work counter to that which God would have
done, and thus their work is worse than wasted.” (Ibid.)
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“On the other hand, the leaders among God’s people are to
guard against the danger of condemning the methods of in-
dividual workers who are led by the Lord to do a special
work that but few are fitted to do. Let brethren in responsi-
bility be slow to criticize movements that are not in perfect
harmony with their methods of labor. Let them never sup-
pose that every plan should reflect their own personality. Let
them not fear to trust anothers methods; for by withholding
their confidence from a brother laborer who, with humil-
ity and consecrated zeal, is doing a special work in God’s
appointed way, they are retarding the advancement of the
Lord’s cause.” (Ibid., 259)

“God can and will use those who have not had a thorough
education in the schools of men. A doubt of His power to do
this is manifest unbelief; it is limiting the omnipotent power
of the One with whom nothing is impossible. Oh, for less
of this uncalled-for, distrustful caution! It leaves so many
forces of the church unused; it closes up the way so that the
Holy Spirit cannot use men; it keeps in idleness those who
are willing and anxious to labor in Christ’s lines; it discour-
ages from entering the work many who would become ef-
ficient laborers together with God if they were given a fair
chance”” (Ibid.)

“It is a mistake to withdraw from those who do not agree
with our ideas. This will not inspire our brethren with con-
fidence in our judgment. It is our duty to counsel with our
brethren, and to heed their advice. We are to seek their
counsel, and when they give it, we are not to cast it away, as if
they were our enemies. Unless we humble our hearts before
God, we shall not know His will” (Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, 500)

Other ministries

It has been a great blessing for us to interact and work with
other ministries around the world. Being isolated from other min-
istries may limit the development and scope that we could have.
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Organizations such as ASI* and the OCT’ facilitate this relationship
with ministries that share a similar philosophy. Listening and shar-
ing the challenges and blessings that we and other ministries have
can greatly enrich and inspire us. Participating in a network of min-
istries also helps us to expose the various needs that we may have
and discover what will fulfill those needs. This is very true when
it comes to personnel who are much needed in ministries. Also, in
these organizations we find valuable training that is given in all areas
relevant to our life and ministry such as health, home, education,
management, and final events.

“God calls for laborers; but He wants those who are willing
to submit their wills to His, and who will teach the truth as
it is in Jesus. One worker who has been trained and educat-
ed for the work, who is controlled by the Spirit of Christ,
will accomplish far more than ten laborers who go out de-
ficient in knowledge and weak in the faith. One who works
in harmony with the counsel of God, and in unity with the
brethren, will be more efficient to do good than ten will be
who do not realize the necessity of depending upon God
and of acting in harmony with the general plan of the work.”
(Evangelism, 474)

Staff exchanges, prayer, and other resources usually result in
great blessing for all. Thanks to todays technology, communication
with other ministries is available regardless of where they may be.

Communication with our former students’ ministries is not only
a duty but a great blessing and inspiration. Despite trials and Sa-
tan’s attacks, we can see how the power, love, and faithfulness of God
manifested in their lives and ministries surpasses all understand-
ing. “For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods”
(Psalm 95:3).

2 ASI- www.asiministries.org
3 OCI - www.outpostcenters.org
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CHAPTER 7
Spirituality: Discipleship and Balance

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered. ... If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you?” (John 15:4 - 7).

is ourselves and the character development He wants to

accomplish in each of us. Growing in grace and spiritual
strength should be our priority. Often some already in a ministry
relax spiritually and the great need to grow and be transformed by
grace is ignored. We can be working in a ministry and yet be spiritu-
ally stagnant. Not a few are lulled into this lifestyle. They forget that
they themselves are the main object for which God has called them.

The true meaning of worship gets lost. William Temple wrote:

G od calls us to a ministry for multiple purposes, one of which

“True worship personalizes evangelism and missionary
work and involvement as a natural result of a life centered
on God. Worship is the submission of all our nature to God.
It is the awakening of the conscience by His holiness, the
nourishment of mind with His truth, the purifying of imag-
ination by His beauty, the opening of the heart to His love,
the yielding of our will to His purposes and all this joins in
worship, the greatest self-denial and emotional devotion of
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which our nature is capable” (William Temple, 1881-1944
taken from The Integrity Crisis, by Warren W. Wiersbe,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1991, 119)

Often the measure we use to determine success in a ministry is
in very human terms, numbers, size, talent, and infrastructure. But
God sees the matter very differently.

“If numbers were an evidence of success, Satan might claim
the pre-eminence; for, in this world, his followers are largely
in the majority. It is the degree of moral power pervading
the college, that is a test of its prosperity. It is the virtue, in-
telligence, and piety of the people composing our churches,
not their numbers, that should be a source of joy and thank-
fulness.” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 94)

In other words, spirituality is not everything, but without it, ev-
erything would be in vain. In our previous chapter, we talked about
relationships which are very important. However, our spirituality has
to do with our relationship with God, the Creator of the universe and
our Redeemer. It is the most fascinating subject that there is. Our
relationship with Christ is the foundation of our success as a family
ministry. Without this divine substance, everything else is chaff.

We should care for our spiritual growth. Studying the Word of
God, praying, and fasting are some of the means God has given us
for the benefit of our spiritual growth. Remember that:

“Redemption is that process by which the soul is trained
for heaven. This training means a knowledge of Christ. It
means emancipation from ideas, habits, and practices that
have been gained in the school of the prince of darkness.
The soul must be delivered from all that is opposed to loyal-
ty to God” (The Desire of Ages, 330)

Work must be organized so that no one is overworked and af-
fected spiritually while working for God. We need to abide in Christ
and His words in us. For this we need to die to self and prayerfully
study His Word daily.
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“And even greater is the power of the Bible in the develop-
ment of the spiritual nature. Man, created for fellowship
with God, can only in such fellowship find his real life and
development. Created to find in God his highest joy, he can
find in nothing else that which can quiet the cravings of the
heart, can satisfy the hunger and thirst of the soul. He who
with sincere and teachable spirit studies God’s word, seeking
to comprehend its truths, will be brought in touch with its
Author; and, except by his own choice, there is no limit to
the possibilities of his development.” (Education, 124)

“We are to believe the Word of God whether we have any
manifestation of feeling or not” (From the Heart, 18)

Prayer and the study of His Word must be a priority in our lives.
It is important to know that:

“God does not always answer our prayers the first time we
call upon Him; for should He do this, we might take it for
granted that we had a right to all the blessings and favors He
bestowed upon us. Instead of searching our hearts to see if
any evil was entertained by us, any sin indulged, we would
become careless, and fail to realize our dependence upon
Him, and our need of His help. Elijah humbled himself until
he was in a condition where it would not take the glory to
himself. This is the condition upon which the Lord hears
prayer; for then we shall give the praise to Him.... Like
Elijah, again and again I press my petition to the throne of
grace; and when the Lord sees that I realize my inefficiency
and weakness, the blessing comes.” (Ibid.)

“We have a God who hears our prayers. When by faith in
His Word we cry, He honors our faith. He wants us to have
all our interests interwoven with His interests, and then He
can safely bless us; for we shall not then take glory to self
when the blessing is ours, but shall render all the praise to
God.” (Ibid.)
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Remember, “Prayer is not intended to work any change in God,
it brings us into harmony with God” (From the Heart, 17).

After many years in the ministry, I understood why many of our
prayers were not answered as we expected. We just were not ready
to receive the answers. In like manner, in the midst of trials, we may
not understand what God is doing for us, but it is actually the Lord
preparing us.

The Lord disciplines His workers, that they may be prepared
to fill the places appointed them. He desires to fit them to
do more acceptable service.... Perhaps He places before
them duties that they would not choose. If they are willing
to be guided by Him, He will give them grace and strength
to perform these duties in a spirit of submission and helpful-
ness. Thus they are being qualified to fill places where their
disciplined abilities will make them of great service. (Gospel
Workers, 269)

We are living in very difficult times, where our only safety is
found in absolute submission and obedience to the Word of God.

“God calls upon His people to prepare themselves for scenes
of severe conflict. Take up your duties in a meek and low-
ly spirit. Ever face your enemies in the strength of Jesus.
Discharge with faithfulness every duty. Realize that you
must now obtain by daily conversion and humility an un-
questioning trust in the One who has all power and who will
not leave you to be destroyed. You may know Christ by per-
sonal experience. ... In the trials of these last days Christ will
be made unto His people wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.... They are to develop an
experience that will be a convincing power in the world. ...

“What wonderful lessons we shall learn as the result of de-
pending constantly on the sufficiency of Christ. He who is
learning these lessons need not depend on another’s experi-
ence.” (In Heavenly Places, 297)
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Elijah and John the Baptist are prototypes of those who will be
living in the last days before the coming of the Lord. Many lessons
of submission, obedience, and faith can be learned from them. We
should carefully study the experiences of these men.

About John the Baptist we are told:

“He distrusted his own power to withstand temptation, and
shrank from constant contact with sin, lest he should lose the
sense of its exceeding sinfulness.” (The Desire of Ages, 101)

“By meditation and prayer, he sought to gird up his soul for
the lifework before him. Although in the wilderness, he was
not exempt from temptation. So far as possible, he closed
every avenue by which Satan could enter, yet he was still
assailed by the tempter. But his spiritual perceptions were
clear; he had developed strength and decision of character,
and through the aid of the Holy Spirit he was able to detect
Satan’s approaches, and to resist his power”” (Ibid., 102)

Revival and the latter rain will never become a reality in a person
who has not learned to die to self. The Old and New Testaments are
filled with lessons about dying to self so we may live. Each step of
the sanctuary ritual illustrates sacrifice. Jesus and the apostles re-
peatedly alluded to it in many ways. I beseech you therefore, breth-
ren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service
(Romans 12:1). Yet the average Christian does not want to gain that
experience of self-denial. To abide in Christ, we must die to self. In
order that His Word will abide in us, we must die to self.

Generally speaking, for human beings, death is always something
we repudiate and by nature don’t want to experience. But God tells
us that this is the key to life: And he said to them all, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever
will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it (Luke 9:23-24).

Dying to self has several synonymous words such as: self-denial,
submissiveness, to humble oneself. This fact is also illustrated in sev-
eral ways in the Bible. One of my favorites is with the grain that must
die in order to sprout, grow, and bear fruit. Jesus said:
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“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eter-
nal” (John 12:24-25)

The apostles, especially Paul, well understood this gospel princi-
ple. “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:11; See
also 8:13; 1 Corinthians 15:31; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Galatians 2:20).

“In the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of
self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven;
that the love which seeketh not her own has its source in the
heart of God; and that in the meek and lowly One is mani-
fested the character of Him who dwelleth in the light which
no man can approach unto.” (The Desire of Ages, 19)

“By love's self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven
are bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union.”
(Ibid., 26)

“His whole life was an example of self-denial.” (Ibid., 149)

The Spirit of Prophecy abounds in thoughts alluding to this very
important issue which is so little regarded in the Christian world
today. We can only have a revival with a real and daily conversion.
This conversion can only be experienced with the help of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit can only come to us in direct proportion to
our willingness to die to self.

We must turn away from a thousand topics that invite at-
tention. There are matters that consume time and arouse
inquiry, but end in nothing. The highest interests demand
the close attention and energy that are so often given to
comparatively insignificant things. (Mind, Character, and
Personality, Vol. 2, 795)
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“I saw that the remnant were not prepared for what is com-
ing upon the earth. Stupidity, like lethargy, seemed to hang
upon the minds of most of those who profess to believe that
we are having the last message.... A great work must be
done for the remnant. ... Said the angel, Legions of evil an-
gels are around you, ... Ye suffer your minds to be diverted
too readily from the work of preparation. ... Sabbathkeepers
will have to die to self” (Early Writings, 119-120)

“The Laodicean message applies to the people of God who
profess to believe present truth. The greater part are luke-
warm professors, having a name but no zeal ... yet they are
unwilling to die to self” (Testimony Treasures, Vol. 1, 476)

“We need to pray more and to talk less. We need to learn of
Christ and to become like Him in meekness and lowliness
of heart.

“We need to understand how necessary it is that we die to
self. Self-crucifixion will place souls on vantage ground. I
entreat those [of you] who profess to be Christians to die
to self that you may be stirred with a new life by the Holy
Spirits power. Satan is working with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish. Daily we need the
converting power of God, or we cannot walk in the foot-
prints of Christ. As the mind is enlightened in regard to
what is purity and sanctification, and the heart responds to
the strivings of the Holy Spirit, a daily conversion will be
the result.

“In the day of final award two classes will stand before the
Judge of all the earth. ... We can never enter the City of God
until we have learned to die to self, and there dwells within
the soul the spirit of Christ” (The Upward Look, 269)

Remember that God wants to do great things through His chil-
dren, but only in those who are not willing to take credit or glo-
ry. The glory belongs only to God, King and Ruler of the universe.
“There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self aside,
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makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and
lives a life wholly consecrated to God” (Maranatha, 103).

God wants to give us the Holy Spirit without measure; we crave
it. Then what is the matter? We do not want to prepare the way, dy-
ing to self to make this a reality. We pray and fast., but if we are not
willing to die to self, little or nothing significant will happen. We do
need to pray, fast, etc., but dying to self with the help of the Holy
Spirit is essential. “The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit
to those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their
children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit every worker should of-
fer his petition to God” (The Acts of the Apostles, 41).

Interestingly, receiving the Holy Spirit, the latter rain, without
measure can be achieved only with the help of the Holy Spirit. That
is, the Holy Spirit is the One who does all the work from the begin-
ning with the early rain. But in either case, it is to the extent that
we are willing to die to self that it happens. We need to learn to die
to self. Great events are before us, and it is very important that we
prepare for them.

“Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the
earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a re-
vival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since
apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured
out upon His children.” (Maranatha, 33)

The trials that Providence allows us to have are means God uses
to help us move forward in this regard.

“It is obstacles that make men strong. It is not helps, but dif-
ficulties, conflicts, rebuffs, that make men of moral sinew.
Too much ease and avoiding responsibility have made weak-
lings and dwarfs of those who ought to be responsible men
of moral power and strong spiritual muscle” (Testimonies for
the Church, Vol. 3, 495)

Even in the humblest work, if we do it considering ourselves
“dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Romans 6:11), God will get the glory, and there will be no
limit to what can happen.
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“The humblest workers, in co-operation with Christ, may
touch chords whose vibrations shall ring to the ends of
the earth and make melody throughout eternal ages” (The
Ministry of Healing, 159)

“Success depends not so much on talent as on energy and
willingness. It is not the possession of splendid talents that
enables us to render acceptable service, but the conscien-
tious performance of daily duties, the contented spirit, the
unaffected, sincere interest in the welfare of others. In the
humblest lot true excellence may be found. The common-
est tasks, wrought with loving faithfulness, are beautiful in
God’s sight” (Prophets and Kings, 219)

“The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever
fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of
God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit to God
before it can be renewed in holiness.” (Steps to Christ, 43)

Submission to the will of God or dying to self is not a blindness
to revoke development and growth. Recall that the seed that dies is
to live and grow and bear much fruit for the glory of God.

“The government of God is not, as Satan would make it
appear, founded upon a blind submission, an unreasoning
control. It appeals to the intellect and the conscience. ‘Come
now, and let us reason together’ is the Creator’s invitation
to the beings He has made. (Isaiah 1:18).... A mere forced
submission would prevent all real development of mind or
character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not
the purpose of the Creator. He desires that man, the crown-
ing work of His creative power, shall reach the highest pos-
sible development. He sets before us the height of blessing to
which He desires to bring us through His grace. He invites
us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in
us.” (Ibid., 43)

Dying to self is not learned by reading about it or listening to
someone talk about it. How then can we learn to die to self? There
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is only one way and that is the contemplation of the life and death of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

“It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each
day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take
it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each scene,
especially the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great
sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be more con-
stant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be more deep-
ly imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved at last, we
must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation at the
foot of the cross.” (The Desire of Ages, 83)

“He whose eyes are fixed on Jesus will leave all. He will
die to selfishness. He will believe in all the Word of God,
which is so gloriously and wonderfully exalted in Christ”
(Maranatha, 99)

The parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-12) defines for us
that there is indeed a work of preparation for each individual who
is looking for the coming of the Lord. Wise or foolish? “Then shall
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them
were wise, and five were foolish” (Matthew 25:1-2).

Everything lies in the oil that the lamp had or did not have. This
oil is referred to as the oil of grace, the Holy Spirit. How to store this
precious oil is the work we should be busy with.

“I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so need-
ful and were looking to the time of refreshing and the latter
rain to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in
His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble with-
out a shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation;
therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must
have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. Those
who ... fail to purify their souls in obeying the whole truth

.. will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues,
and then see that they needed to be hewed and squared for
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the building. But there will be ... no Mediator to plead their
cause before the Father” (Maranatha, 41)

I was pointed to the remnant on the earth. The angel said to
them, “Will ye shun the seven last plagues? ... If so, ye must die that
ye may live. Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye must have a greater
preparation than ye now have. ... Sacrifice all to God. Lay all upon
His altar—self, property, and all, a living sacrifice. It will take all to
enter glory” (Ibid., 98)

“We are not to rest in the idea that because we are
church-members we are saved, while we give no evidence
that we are conformed to the image of Christ, while we cling
to our old habits, and weave our fabric with the threads of
worldly ideas and customs. ... The ten virgins are watch-
ing in the evening of this earths history. All claim to be
Christians. All have a call, a name, a lamp, and all claim to be
doing God’s service. All apparently watch for His appearing.
But five are wanting. Five will be found surprised, dismayed,
outside the banquet hall.

“We are represented either by the wise or by the foolish vir-
gins. There are many who will not remain at the feet of Jesus,
and learn of Him. They have not a knowledge of His ways;
they are not prepared for His coming. They have made a
pretense of waiting for their Lord. They have not watched
and prayed with that faith which works by love and purifies
the soul. They have lived a life of carelessness. They have
heard and assented to the truth, but they have never brought
it into their practical life. The oil of grace is not feeding their
lamps, and they are not prepared to enter into the marriage
supper of the Lamb.

“Be not like the foolish virgins, who take for granted that
the promises of God are theirs, while they do not follow the
injunctions of Christ. Christ teaches us that profession is
nothing. If any man will come after me, He says, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
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“When we stand the test of God in the refining, purifying
process; when the furnace fire consumes the dross, and the
true gold of a purified character appears, we may still say,
with Paul, ‘Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect: but I follow after.... This one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
(Ibid., 54, emphasis added.)

How can we grow in this vital grace? “In forgetfulness of self,
they will grow in grace” (Ibid., 104). Dying to self is how we can grow
in grace and wisdom in order to be ready for the husband’s coming.

“There is a remedy for the sin-sick soul. That remedy is in
Jesus. Precious Saviour! His grace is sufficient for the weak-
est; and the strongest must also have His grace or perish.

“I saw how this grace could be obtained. Go to your closet,
and there alone plead with God: ‘Create in me a clean heart,
O God; and renew a right spirit within me’ Be in earnest, be
sincere. ... Jacoblike, wrestle in prayer. Agonize. ... You must
make an effort....” (Ibid., 69, emphasis added.)

“All dishonesty, all sinful practices should be put far away.
The oil of grace should be in our vessels with our lamps. ...
Sad indeed will be the condition of the soul who has had a
form of godliness but has denied the power thereof; who has
called Christ, Lord, Lord, and yet who has not His image
and superscription.” (Ibid., 54).

“We need a thorough reformation in all our churches. The
converting power of God must come into the church. ... Put
not off the day of preparation. Slumber not in a state of unpre-
paredness, having no oil in your vessels with your lamps. ...
Let not the question remain in perilous uncertainty. Ask
yourselves earnestly, Am I among the saved, or the unsaved?
Shall T stand, or shall I not stand? He only that hath clean
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hands and a pure heart shall stand in that day. (Ibid., 50,
emphasis added)

“Let no one deceive his own soul in this matter. If you har-
bor pride, self-esteem, a love for the supremacy, vainglo-
ry, unholy ambition, murmuring, discontent, bitterness,
evil-speaking, lying, deception, slandering, you have not
Christ abiding in your heart. ... You must have a Christian
character that will stand. ...

“There must be thorough conversions among those who
claim to believe the truth, or they will fall in the day of trial.
God’s people must reach a high standard. They must be a
holy nation, a peculiar people, a chosen generation—zeal-
ous of good works?” (Ibid.)

Dying to self, as we saw above, is not to be done in blind sub-
mission stopping the growth and development of the gifts that God
has graciously granted to us. Nor are we to be inactive, isolating our-
selves from others. Active missionary work is a means to grow in
grace and maintain that precious oil of grace burning in our hearts
and minds. Service is a divine principle and one of the greatest bless-
ings to mankind. It is part of the wholeness of man, heritage of the
Lord Jehovah, and tool for the restoration of man into His likeness.
“The transforming power of Christ’s grace molds the one who gives
himself to God’s service” (Ibid., 100). “The Lord is more willing to
give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give
good gifts to their children” (The Acts of the Apostles, 50).

“The oil of grace gives to men the courage, and supplies to
them the motives, for doing every day the work that God ap-
points to them. The five foolish virgins had lamps (this means
a knowledge of Scripture truth), but they had not the grace
of Christ. Day by day they went through a round of ceremo-
nies and external duties, but their service was lifeless, devoid
of the righteousness of Christ. The Sun of Righteousness did
not shine in their hearts and minds, and they had not the
love of the truth which conforms to the life and character,
the image and superscription, of Christ. The oil of grace was
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not mingled with their endeavors. Their religion was a dry
husk without the true kernel. They held fast to forms of doc-
trines, but they were deceived in their Christian life, full of
self-righteousness, and failing to learn lessons in the school
of Christ, which, if practiced, would have made them wise
unto salvation.” (Christian Service, 263)

In our experience in the ministry, we have seen in ourselves and
in the vast majority of people who have passed through here, how
self can limit the work God wants to do through us. It’s amazing
how easily we can fall into the deception of thinking that we have
great knowledge according to ourselves. But in reality, according to
God and the truth, we have a tiny knowledge and wish to get some
or all of the credit. We often try to cover this up with a facade of
humility manufactured by ourselves based on knowledge acquired.
Young and old, men and women, we all need to die to self. We need
to behold more of Jesus and less of ourselves. As John the Baptist
said, “He [Christ] must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
We would accomplish more in the work of God if would we begin by
dying to self and reaching the status of the apostle Paul when he said,
“I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).

“But when we give ourselves wholly to God and in our work
follow His directions, He makes Himself responsible for its
accomplishment. He would not have us conjecture as to the
success of our honest endeavors. Not once should we even
think of failure. We are to co-operate with One who knows
no failure” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 363)

“It is not the capabilities you now possess or ever will have
that will give you success. It is that which the Lord can do for
you. We need to have far less confidence in what man can
do and far more confidence in what God can do for every
believing soul. He longs to have you reach after Him by faith.
He longs to have you expect great things from Him. He longs
to give you understanding in temporal as well as in spiritual
matters. He can sharpen the intellect. He can give tact and
skill. Put your talents into the work, ask God for wisdom,
and it will be given you.” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 146)
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“In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up all
that would separate us from Him. Hence the Saviour says,
“Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:33). Whatever shall
draw away the heart from God must be given up. Mammon
is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth,
is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and
worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of
selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of
others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot
be half the Lord’s and half the world’s. We are not God’s chil-
dren unless we are such entirely.

“There are those who profess to serve God, while they rely
upon their own efforts to obey His law, to form a right charac-
ter, and secure salvation. Their hearts are not moved by any
deep sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the
duties of the Christian life as that which God requires of them
in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worth nothing. When
Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with
His love, with the joy of communion with Him, that it will
cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Him, self will be
forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of action. Those
who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask how little
may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not
ask for the lowest standard, but aim at perfect conformity
to the will of their Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield
all and manifest an interest proportionate to the value of the
object which they seek. A profession of Christ without this
deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery”
(Steps to Christ, 44, emphasis added)

“The work of God is to be carried on to completion by the
co-operation of divine and human agencies. Those who are
self-sufficient may be apparently active in the work of God;
but if they are prayerless, their activity is of no avail. Could
they look into the censer of the angel that stands at the gold-
en altar before the rainbow-circled throne, they would see
that the merit of Jesus must be mingled with our prayers
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and efforts, or they are as worthless as was the offering of
Cain. Could we see all the activity of human instrumentali-
ty, as it appears before God, we would see that only the work
accomplished by much prayer, which is sanctified by the
merit of Christ, will stand the test of the judgment. When
the grand review shall take place, then shall ye return and
discern between him that serveth God and him that serveth
him not” (Review and Herald, July 4, 1893)

Very often in the Bible and in the Spirit of Prophecy we find that
before an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, there is a prior prerequisite
which is usually related to dying to self. Experiencing death to self
also helps us to see clearly what we otherwise would not see. The
discernment is granted when self is not there. In a ministry, we con-
stantly need eye salve to see that which normally we cannot humanly
see. Notice all these steps in the next inspired thought:

“Transformation of character is to be the testimony to the
world of the indwelling love of Christ. The Lord expects His
people to show that the redeeming power of grace can work
upon the faulty character and cause it to develop in symme-
try and abundant fruitfulness.

“But in order for us to fulfill God’s purpose, there is a pre-
paratory work to be done. The Lord bids us empty our hearts
of the selfishness which is the root of alienation. He longs to
pour upon us His Holy Spirit in rich measure, and He bids
us clear the way by self-renunciation. When self is surren-
dered to God, our eyes will be opened to see the stumbling
stones which our un-Christlikeness has placed in the way of
others” (Maranatha, 114, emphasis added)

“May the God of all grace so enlighten your understanding
that you may discern eternal things, that by the light of truth
your own errors, which are many, may be discovered to you
just as they are, that you may make the necessary effort to
put them away, and in the place of this evil, bitter fruit may
bring forth fruit which is precious unto eternal life.
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“Humble your poor, proud, self-righteous heart before God;
get low, very low, all broken in your sinfulness at His feet.
Devote yourself to the work of preparation.” (Ibid., 13)

“If we will die to self, if we will enlarge our idea of what
Christ can be to us and what we can be to Him, if we will
unite with one another in the bonds of Christian fellow-
ship, God will work through us with mighty power. Then
we shall be sanctified through the truth. We shall indeed be
chosen by God and controlled by His Spirit. Every day of life
will be precious to us, because we shall see in it an oppor-
tunity to use our entrusted gifts for the blessing of others.
We must forget self in loving service for others.” (Ibid., 120,
emphasis added)

“You must experience a death to self, and must live unto
God. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Self
is not to be consulted. Pride, self-love, selfishness, avarice,
covetousness, love of the world, hatred, suspicion, jealousy,
evil surmisings, must all be subdued and sacrificed forever.”
(Ibid., 58)

This is the dual function of a true Christian, dying and living,
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:11). “I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20).

Although a very broad and familiar topic in the Christian world,
few truly understand the baptism of the Holy Spirit and experience
it. The fact that it is called baptism, according to the biblical context
involves a death or burial of something, nothing more and nothing
less than of self. Without a death to self, there is no baptism of the
Holy Spirit. The average Christian has settled with water baptism,
of repentance, that of John the Baptist, which is very important and
we must observe it. Those who have already been baptized fondly
remember it as a covenant with the Lord, and it is greatly significant.
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Others may remember it due to the pastor or person who officiated
over the ceremony because it was so special, all of which is fine. But
in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, it is Christ Himself who officiates.
“But he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me,
Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on
him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost” (John 1:33).
How wonderful; being baptized by the Lord Jesus Christ!

This baptism is the one that truly transforms us. In water, there
is no power to transform someone, but the Holy Spirit is another
matter. The Holy Spirit gives us conversion and sanctification. Some
experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit when they were baptized
in water as in the case of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, others later
as in the case of the disciples in Ephesus (Acts 19:2-5). The problem
now is that a large majority are left with only the baptism of water,
without conversion. Worse than that is when leaders and members
alike think that the mission is well accomplished with little or no
interest in the further baptism of the Holy Spirit. In the real arena,
at times it seems as if we have divorced ourselves from this essential
part of the gospel and settle for a large amount of people dipped into
water only. Remember that for God to shake the world He doesn’t
require thousands and millions of people. He has done it in the
past with just a handful of people empowered with the fire of the
Holy Spirit.

“The Christians life is not a modification or improvement of
the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self
and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can be brought
about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit. ... The
blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to
God. Then that power which no human eye can see creates a
new being in the image of God”” (The Desire of Ages, 172-173)

When we are alive, we resist the attracting power of God, but
when we die to self, we yield and wonderful things happen.

“If we do not resist this drawing, we shall be led to the foot
of the cross in repentance for the sins that have crucified
the Saviour. Then the Spirit of God through faith produces
a new life in the soul. The thoughts and desires are brought
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into obedience to the will of Christ. The heart, the mind, are
created anew in the image of Him who works in us to sub-
due all things to Himself. Then the law of God is written in
the mind and heart, and we can say with Christ, ‘T delight to
do Thy will, O my God’” (Psalm 40:8) (Ibid., 175)

Christ not only died for us on the cross, but His life here on earth
was a manifestation of that great agape love, which is also to die or sac-
rifice for another person and be a blessing to that person. Notice this
principle of agape love in the Father and the Son. “For God so loved
[agape] the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16, emphasis added.) “Greater love [agape] hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). “We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love [agape] the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. ... Hereby
perceive we the love [agape] of God, because he laid down his life for
us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.... For God
is love [agape]” (1 John 3:14, 16; 4:8, emphasis added.)

It is interesting how immediately after Jesus spoke about the
presence of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit (John 14:26), He referred
to peace. “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid” (John 14:27).

“In the heart of Christ, where reigned perfect harmony with
God, there was perfect peace. He was never elated by ap-
plause, nor dejected by censure or disappointment. Amid
the greatest opposition and the most cruel treatment, He
was still of good courage. But many who profess to be His
followers have an anxious, troubled heart, because they are
afraid to trust themselves with God. They do not make a
complete surrender to Him; for they shrink from the con-
sequences that such a surrender may involve. Unless they do
make this surrender, they cannot find peace.

“It is the love of self that brings unrest. ... The value of our

work is in proportion to the impartation of the Holy Spirit.”
(The Desire of Ages, 330, emphasis added)
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“In perfect acquiescence there is perfect rest” (Ibid., 331)
“While self is unsubdued, we can find no rest.” (Ibid., 336)

We can conclude, therefore, that with the help of the Holy Spirit
we can die to self, have holy peace, and advance with the work as-
signed to us. Humans have associated peace with those who have
gone to rest. In fact, when someone dies he is referred to with the
words “rest in peace” The Bible teaches that the dead know nothing
(Ecclesiastes 9:5). They are not consciously enjoying peace because
they don’t feel anything, but those who die to self, to sin, being in
life, can enjoy a peace that surpasses all understanding, because it is
a peace that only God can give.

“His whole life was a sacrifice of Himself for the saving of
the world. Whether fasting in the wilderness of temptation
or eating with the publicans at Matthew’s feast, He was giv-
ing His life for the redemption of the lost” (The Desire of
Ages, 278)

Christ gave us the example by being baptized in water though
He had no sin. He was also baptized on that occasion with the Holy
Spirit. Not content with that, each day He was baptized with the Holy
Spirit, and that was how He was able to finally participate in another
baptism, that of suffering and blood (Matthew 20:22-23).

“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister. Not for Himself, but for others, He lived and
thought and prayed. From hours spent with God He came
forth morning by morning, to bring the light of heaven to
men. Daily He received a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit”
(Prayer, 176)

The inspired pen referred us and our children to follow the ex-
ample of Jesus: “Teach your children that it is their privilege to re-
ceive every day the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Let Christ find you
His helping hand to carry out His purposes” (Counsels to Parents,
Teacher, and Students, 131). What a wonderful privilege to be bap-
tized by Jesus every day! Alleluiah!
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When we allow the Holy Spirit to dwell in our lives, we are al-
lowing God to dwell in us. Recall that throughout the Bible God says
over and over that He wants to dwell with us. “And I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and joy in my people” (Isaiah 65:19).

“Not only are we objects of His sparing mercy, His pardoning
love; we are more than this. The Lord rejoices over His peo-
ple. He delights in them. He is their surety. He will beautify
all who are serving Him with a whole heart with the spirit
of holiness. He clothes them with righteousness. He loves
those who do His will, who express His image.” (Testimonies
to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 414)

“We have no time to lose. The end is near. The passage from
place to place to spread the truth will soon be hedged with
dangers on the right hand and on the left. Everything will be
placed to obstruct the way of the Lord’s messengers, so that
they will not be able to do that which it is possible for them
to do now. We must look our work fairly in the face and
advance as fast as possible in aggressive warfare. From the
light given me of God I know that the powers of darkness
are working with intense energy from beneath, and with
stealthy tread Satan is advancing to take those who are now
asleep, as a wolf taking his prey” (Maranatha, 29)

“Whatever our position, we are dependent upon God, who
holds all destinies in His hands. He has appointed us our
work, and has endowed us with faculties and means for that
work. So long as we surrender the will to God, and trust in
His strength and wisdom, we shall be guided in safe paths,
to fulfill our appointed part in His great plan. But the one
who depends upon his own wisdom and power is separating
himself from God. Instead of working in unison with Christ,
he is fulfilling the purpose of the enemy of God and man.”
(The Desire of Ages, 209)

“Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small black

cloud had appeared, about half as large as a mans hand,
which we all knew was the sign of the Son of man. We all
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in solemn silence gazed on the cloud as it drew nearer and
became lighter, glorious, and still more glorious, till it was a
great white cloud. The bottom appeared like fire; a rainbow
was over the cloud, while around it were ten thousand an-
gels, singing a most lovely song; and upon it sat the Son of
man.

“When it first appeared in the distance, this cloud looked
very small. The angel said that it was the sign of the Son of
man. As it drew nearer the earth, we could behold the excel-
lent glory and majesty of Jesus as He rode forth to conquer.

His hair was white and curly and lay on His shoulders; and
upon his head were many crowns. His feet had the appear-
ance of fire; in His right hand was a sharp sickle; in His
left, a silver trumpet. His eyes were as a flame of fire, which
searched His children through and through. Then all faces
gathered paleness, and those that God had rejected gath-
ered blackness. Then we all cried out, “Who shall be able
to stand? Is my robe spotless?” Then the angels ceased to
sing, and there was some time of awful silence, when Jesus
spoke: “Those who have clean hands and pure hearts shall
be able to stand; My grace is sufficient for you.” At this our
faces lighted up, and joy filled every heart. And the angels
struck a note higher and sang again, while the cloud drew
still nearer the earth.

“The earth trembled before Him, the heavens departed as
a scroll when it is rolled together, and every mountain and
island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and ev-
ery free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of
the mountains. (Maranatha, 289)

“Christ will come in His own glory, in the glory of His
Father, and in the glory of the holy angels. Ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of angels,
the beautiful, triumphant sons of God, possessing surpass-
ing loveliness and glory, will escort Him on His way. In the
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place of a crown of thorns, He will wear a crown of glory—a
crown within a crown. In the place of that old purple robe,
He will be clothed in a garment of whitest white, so as no
fuller on earth can white (Mark 9:3) it. And on His vesture
and on His thigh a name will be written, King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16) (Ibid., 291)

“All heaven will be emptied of the angels, while the waiting
saints will be looking for Him and gazing into heaven, as
were the men of Galilee when He ascended from the Mount
of Olivet. Then only those who are holy, those who have fol-
lowed fully the meek Pattern, will with rapturous joy exclaim
as they behold Him, ‘Lo, this is our God; we have waited for
him, and he will save us’ And they will be changed ‘in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump’—that
trump which wakes the sleeping saints, and calls them forth
from their dusty beds, clothed with glorious immortality,
and shouting, ‘Victory! Victory over death and the grave!’”
(Ibid., 290) Amen!

Dear friend, truly God desires to see many family ministries de-

voted full time to His work. Time is short and he is knocking on the
door today, what is your answer? What keep you from starting now
a center of influence at a family level to impact the world by God’s
grace? Remember it is an act of faith, but that faith must be based
on the advice and promises of God’s Word. “Enlarge the place of thy
tent, and the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; Do not
spare; lengthen your cords, and strengthen thy stakes.” (Isaiah 54:2)

God bless you!
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